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HIGHLIGHTS OFD A W N

God's Elections and
the New Government

N OVEMBER is the month in
which millions of men an d

women in the United States go to
the polls to vote for president ,
vice-president, and various other
candidates, hoping to elect those
who will serve the best interest s
of all the people in this country ,
and to work for world peace an d
the general welfare of the peopl e
of all nations . Leading up to this
casting of ballots there has bee n
a tremendous "election campaign "
conducted by the leaders of bot h
major political parties in the
United States, designed to en -
lighten the people on the curren t
outstanding issues . Each grou p
has endeavored to convince th e
public that the election of its rep-
resentatives is the imperativ e
need of our time .

At a time when so much is
being said about election and its
possible results, it is interestin g
to note that for six thousand
years Jehovah, the great God o f
the universe, has been conductin g
elections for the purpose of se -
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curing qualified representative s
to serve in a new world govern-
ment which is soon to manifes t
itself in power and great glory
for the blessing of all the familie s
of the earth . However, there are
important differences between
God's elections and those con -
ducted by men .

In God's elections the people
are not asked to vote, and no
effort is made to popularize the
candidates in the minds of th e
people . Nor are the people asked
to decide who shall "run for
office" in God's elections, either
at primary elections or at con-
ventions . In God's elections he is
the one who decides who shall b e
the candidates . And he is the on e
also who decides who among th e
candidates prove to have the nec-
essary qualifications for the high
position to which they are called .

God's Government

THE Head of God's governmen t
is Jesus Christ, who was "the be -
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ginning of the creation of God . "
(Rev. 3 :14; Col . 1:15-20) By the
Father's arrangement Jesus, wh o
was the Logos, laid aside the
glory which he had with the Fa-
ther before the world was, and
was made flesh, born of a woman .
(John 1 :14; 17 :5 ; Gal . 4:4) Hi s
birth was foretold by Isaiah, whb ,
wrote, "Unto us a child is born ,
unto us a Son is given: and th e
government shall be upon his
shoulder : and his name shall b e
called Wonderful, Counsellor, Th e
mighty God, The everlasting Fa-
ther, The Prince of Peace. Of th e
increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end . . . .
The zeal of the Lord of hosts wil l
perform this ."—Isa . 9 :6, 7

The condition upon which Jesu s
could actually enter into office a s
Head of God's government wa s
obedience to his Father's will ,
and it was his Father's will tha t
he suffer and die for the sins o f
the world . Never before had a
prospective ruler been called
upon to die for his subjects as a
prerequisite to becoming their
king. Jesus met this condition .

Unlike candidates who "run for
office" under man-made arrange-
ments, Jesus "made himself of n o
reputation, and took upon him th e
form of a servant, and was m a
in the likeness of men : being
found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and becam e
obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross . Wherefore God
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also hath highly exalted him, an d
given him a name which is above
every name : that at the name o f
Jesus every knee should bow, o f
things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth ;
and that every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, t o
the glory of God the Father ." —
Phil . 2 :8-1 1

Jesus is now a divine being ,
and throughout the age since his
death and resurrection God has
been selecting from the world of
mankind what Jesus referred t o
as a "little flock," to whom, h e
said, it would be the "Father' s
good pleasure" to give the king -
dom. (Luke 12 :32) Paul describes
these as "heirs of God, and joint -
heirs with Christ ."—Rom . 8 :1 7

Paul also explains the condi-
tions upon which these attain to
this high position in God's govern-
ment . He wrote, "It is a faithfu l
saying: for if we be dead wit h
hi'n [Christ], we shall also live
with him : if we suffer, we shal l
also reign with him : if we deny
him, he also will deny us ."—
II Tim. 2 :11, 12

The Apostle Peter sets forth
further qualifications for thos e
who will reign with Christ. We
quote :

"Wherefore are given unto us
exceeding great and precious
promises : that by these ye migh t
become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the cor-
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ruption that is in the world
through lust. And beside this,
giving all diligence, add to you r
faith virtue ; and to virtue knowl-
edge ; and to knowledge temper-
ance ; and to temperance patience ;
and to patience godliness ; and t o
godliness brotherly kindness; and
to brotherly kindness love . For i f
these things be in you and
abound, they make you that y e
shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ . But he tha t
lacketh these things is blind, an d
cannot see afar off, and hath for-
gotten that he was purged fro m
his old sins. Wherefore the rath-
er, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election
sure; for if ye do these things, y e
shall never fall : for so an en-
trance shall be ministered unto
you abundantly into the everlast-
ing kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ."—II Pet . 1 :
4 . 1 1

Like Jesus, those who will reign
with him because they make thei r
"calling and election sure" are
exalted to the divine nature in
the resurrection . Together with
the exalted Jesus as their Head ,
these will constitute the spiritual ,
invisible phase of God's new gov -
ernment .

Human Representatives

THE Scriptures reveal tha t
God's new government will have
human representatives . These are
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described in Psalm 45:16 as
"princes in all the earth." In
this prophecy they are identifie d
as the "fathers ." Jesus furthe r
identified these, and foretold
their position in his kingdom, ex-
plaining that the people woul d
come from east, west, north an d
south, and would sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob an d
all the prophets . (Matt. 8 :11 ; Luke
13:28, 29) The thought is that
these Ancient Worthies would b e
recognized by the people of th e
whole earth as the representa-
tives of the new government.

And they did prove worthy fo r
this honored position in the king-
dom. In Hebrews, chapter 11 ,
Paul mentions many of the An-
cient Worthies, and informs u s
that they obtained a good report
through faith, and received the
testimony that they pleased God .
They won their "election," not by
impressing men with their great-
ness, but by pleasing God throug h
their faithfulness to him. They
proved worthy of a "better resur-
rection," and of being "made per-
fect" as humans. Thus they wil l
be qualified to deal with fallen
humanity to uplift and bless the m
in keeping with all God's wonder-
ful promises .—Heb . 11:13, 35, 39,
40

God's "Platform "

IN THE United States presiden-
tial elections, each political party
sets forth what is called a "plat-
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form" upon which its candidate s
"run" for office. These platform s
are simply statements of what
they promise to do for the . people
if elected. The various "planks "
which make up these platforms
are their various promises. This
year some observers have noted,
as is often the case, that the ma-
jor political parties seem to have
endeavored to "out-promise" eac h
other .

The promises of God which de -
scribe the blessings which his
government will assure to th e
people go far beyond anything
that human wisdom has ever vis-
ualized as being possible . And
how happy every prospective
joint-heir with Christ should b e
to realize that if faithful he will
share in fulfilling those promises .
All his sacrifices, his sufferings ,
as he runs for the prize of the
high calling, are more than worth-
while in view of the blessings h e
will have the privilege of bestow-
ing upon "all the families of th e
earth." Yes, God's "platform" is
one upon which we exult to "run . "
Let us note some of the things
God has promised to do, and wil l
be done :

Absolute justice and righteous-
ness will be established and main-
tained. The Lord's promise is ,
"Judgment also will I lay to the
line, and righteousness to the
plummet : and the hail shall swee p
away the refuge of lies, and the
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waters [of truth] shall overflow
the hiding place ."—Isa . 28 :1 7

There will be, in God's govern-
ment, not merely an effort to
safeguard the peace of the world ,
but the actual erid of war, and
the destruction of war machines.
The promise is, "He maketh war s
to cease unto the ends of the
earth; he breaketh the bow, an d
cutteth the spear in sunder; he
burneth the chariot in the fire .
Be still, and know that I am God :
I will be exalted among the hea-
then [Gentiles], I will be exalted
in the earth ."—Ps. 46:9, 10

When God's principles of jus-
tice and righteousness are estab-
lished in the earth, as they wil l
be by the kingdom of Christ, the
civil rights controversy will be
ended . Then the people will kno w
that God has made of one blood
all nations of men to dwell upon
the face of the whole earth .—
Acts 17 :26

God has also promised "socia l
security," for the assurance i s
that under his government every
man "shall sit under his vine and
under his fig tree ." (Micah 4 :4 )
This is, of course, a figurative ex=
pression, but how reassuringly i t
pictures the idea of security for
all . And Micah adds, "None shal l
make them afraid : for the mouth
of the Lord of hosts hath spoken
it ."

In the United States there is a n
overproduction of food, so for
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years the government has bee n
paying farmers to keep a certai n
percentage of their land out of
cultivation. The government has
also been buying large quantities
of food in what is called a price
support program . Naturally, a sit-
uation of this sort becomes a n
issue in a national political cam-
paign, and each of the partie s
promises to find a better solution
for the problem.

The pity is that one country
should have so much, and nearl y
all the rest of the world so little .
It is claimed that today seventy-
five percent of the world's popu-
lation is underfed . God's new gov-
ernment, therefore, will be faced
with a world food shortage, rath-
er than national surpluses. But
the kingdom of Christ will be able
to deal with this situation . One
of the promises relative to it
reads, "Then shall the earth yiel d
her increase; and God, even our
own God, shall bless us ."—Ps .
67 : 6

There are other promises o f
God which in part, at least, sho w
how the food shortage problem
of earth will be solved . They
speak of the deserts blossomin g
as the rose. (Isa . 35:1, 2) In other
words, all the waste lands of the
earth will be brought into pro-
duction . This is a reversal of th e
American practice of taking lan d
out of production. The Lord's
ways are always better than thos e
devised by human wisdom .
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Because selfishness influences
human thinking and planning, the
present surpluses of the Unite d
States do not find their way into
other countries where they are
so much needed ; at least, not i n
quantities sufficiently large either
to solve the problems of the hun-
gry or to permit American farm-
ers to use all their land . Matters
of distribution, standards of liv-
ing, and balances of trade, ente r
into the plans of men, but these
problems will vanish unde r
Christ's world government .

Today, in most areas of the
earth there are housing shortages,
but God's new government under
Christ will solve this problem .
One of God's promises reads ,
"They shall build houses, and in -
habit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of
them. They shall not build, and
another inhabit ; they shall not
plant, and another eat : for as the
days of a tree are the days of my
people, and mine elect shall make
them continue long [to] enjoy the
work of their hands."—Isa . 65 :
21, 22, margin

How wisely and efficiently th e
affairs of that new government
will be administered by God' s
elect, those whom he has elected
to be the channel of blessing t o
all mankind! The fact that God
is electing and specially prepar-
ing the personnel for the kingdo m
of Christ does not imply that th e
non-elect are lost, or that God
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will punish them, for the elec t
will be the blessers of the non-
elect .

God also promises greatly to
improve the education of the
people, particularly in the art s
and advantages of peace. He as-
sures us that he will "turn to the
people a pure language," or mes-
sage, that they may all learn to
call upon him and serve him with
one consent . (Zeph . 3 :9) When the
people are taught the Lord's ways ,
and they walk in his paths, the y
will beat their swords into plow-
shares and their spears into prun-
inghooks. The nations will not
then learn war .—Micah 4 : 3

A good public health progra m
is always considered important
for a government to sponsor, and
God has promised a public health
program that goes beyond human
ability to accomplish . This pro -
gram will be so far-reaching and
effective that eventually there
will be no sickness anywhere in
the earth . One of God's promises
reads, "The inhabitant shall no t
say, I am sick : the people tha t
dwell therein shall be forgive n
their iniquity ."—Isa . 33 :2 4

Another promise reads, "God
shall wipe away all tears fro m
their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, no r
crying, neither shall there be an y
more pain : for the former things
are passed away . And he that sat
upon the throne said, Behold, I
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make all things new . And he said
unto me, Write : for these words
are true and faithful."—Rev. 21 :
4, 5

Political candidates usually
promise to make some things
new—to change this, and chang e
that—but under God's new gov-
ernment over which Christ is th e
head, none of the old and selfish
arrangements of men will be al -
lowed to remain . And how "new "
it will be to have no further nee d
for doctors and hospitals .

But this is not all . God has
promised even more in the field
of health and welfare than to hea l
the sick. He has also promised to
restore the dead to life . He has
made provision for this through
the redemptive work of Chris t
Jesus, the great "King of kings"
who died for his subjects . Jesus
gave himself a "ransom for all . "
(I Tim. 2:4-6) The entire huma n
race, therefore, constitutes "the
ransomed of the Lord," and we
are assured that "the ransome d
of the Lord shall return, . . . with
songs and everlasting joy upo n
their heads : they shall obtain jo y
and gladness, and sorrow an d
sighing shall flee away."—Isa .
35 :10

Surely the new world govern-
ment under Christ will be "the
desire of all nations." (Hag. 2 :7)
True, there may well be som e
who, even under those favorable
conditions, will persist in contin -
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uing in their ways of selfishness
and sin . But the new governmen t
will be very unyielding in the en -
forcing of its laws . We are tol d
that those who will not obey, will
be destroyed from among th e
people .—Acts 3 :2 3

But this rigid enforcement of
law will be just . No one will b e
punished—by death, or other-
wise—in order to forward th e
selfish ambitions of another . Only
those will be destroyed who prov e
themselves to be wilfully oppose d
to the laws of righteousness, and
would, therefore, be a menace t o
their fellows .

Nor will there be any possi-
bility of a miscarriage of justic e
due to a lack of correct under -
standing. Concerning the Supreme
Judge of that time, even Jesus
Christ the righteous, we read ,
"The Spirit of the Lord shall rest

upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord ; and shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of th e
Lord ; and he shall not judge after
the sight of his eyes, neither re-
prove after the hearing of th e
ears: but with righteousness shal l
he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the
earth."-isa . 11 :3, 4

Christ's kingdom will functio n
for a thousand years. By the end
of that period all opposition to
divine righteousness will have
been put down, and all evils will
have been destroyed, includin g
sickness and death . That, finally ,
will be the full answer to every
Christian's prayer—"Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven ."—Matt.
6 :1 0

The Disunited Nation s

IN SEPTEMBER there began i n
New York City what is turning out
to be the stormiest session of the
United Nations General Assembly
ever held. Fourteen new nations
were taken into the organization,
bringing the total membership to
ninety-five . The heads of state in
many of these nations, particularly
the larger ones, were on hand fo r
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these General Assembly sessions .
Never in the history of mankind

has there been such a representa-
tive gathering of the nations o f
earth, and never before have the
nations been faced with an issue
of such grave consequences. It i s
the ideological struggle between
the "East" and the "West," between
the forces of communism and anti -
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communism. Every effort is being
made to find a way for these two
to co-exist on the same planet i n
a measure of peace and understand-
ing .

It is admitted by all concerne d
that the alternative to peaceful co-
existence will utimately be a globa l
war, which it is feared will destroy
both sides. So the controversy con-
tinues, with seemingly little or n o
progress toward a solution being
found. Many experts think that this
stormy session of the United Na -

, lions might well mark the begin -
fling of its end as a medium
through which all nations can work

\ for peace .
I

	

There are a number of prophe-
i' ties which forecast the gathering

of the nations in these "last days ."
One of them reads, "Wait ye upo n
me, saith the Lord, until the day
that I rise up to the prey : for my
determination is to gather the na-
tions, that I may assemble the king-
doms, to pour upon them mine in-
dignation, even all my fierce anger :
for all the earth shall be devoured
by the fire of my jealousy. For
then will I turn to the people a
pure language, that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord,
to serve him with one consent"—
Zeph. 3:8, 9

\" Another forecast of the gather-
ing of the nations associates it with
the return of the Israelites to their
land. It reads, "For behold, in thos e
days, and in that time, when I shal l
bring again the captivity of Juda h
and Jerusalem, I will also gathe r
all nations, and bring them dow n
into the valley of Jehoshaphat [de-
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cision], and will plead with them
there for my people and for my
heritage Israel whom they have
scattered among the nations, an d
parted my .land ."--Joel 3 :1, 2

Isaiah wrote: "Associate your-
selves, 0 ye people, and ye shal l
be broken in pieces; and give ear,
all ye of far countries : gird your -
selves, and ye shall be broken in
pieces ; gird yourselves, and ye shall
be broken in pieces . Take counsel
together, and it shall come to
nought ; speak the word, and it
shall not stand: for God is with us."
Isa. 8:9, 10

"God is with us." The "us" class
throughout the Scriptures is mad e
up of those in every age whom th e
Lord has been preparing to partici-
pate in his world government ove r
which Jesus will be the Head . All
human efforts to establish lastin g
peace are bound ultimately to fail ,
but God's plan willW not,J J„ While
today is dark and uncertain, w e
know that in God's own due time,
which the prophecies of the Bible
indicate is now near, he will say
to the distressed and fear-filled na-
tions of earth, `Be still and know
that I am God, I will be exalted
among the heathen [Gentiles], I
will be exalted in the earth ."—Ps .
46 :10

Then the peoples of the earth,
instead of looking to the United
Nations, or any other man-made
organization, for security and peace ,
will look to the Lord and to the
agencies of his kingdom. Then the
"shields," or protections, of the
earth will belong unto God, and he
will be greatly exalted Ps . 47 :9



i BIBLE STUDY `

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 6

Confession and Jorgiocnen o
GOLDEN TEXT: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness ."

—I John 1 : 9

PSALM 32

IR
AN was created in the image

tl of God, and inherently has
some knowledge . of right and
wrong. The six thousand years of
the reign of sin and death have
erased much of the divine imag e
from human hearts and minds;
but even so, the majority- o f
people find that there is a certain
peace of soul which results fro m
doing what is considered to b e
right, and a compunction of con-
science which follows the commit-
ting of sin .

True, the conscience needs t o
be enlightened by the expres s
commands of the Lord as to what
is right and what is wrong in or-
der to be an unerring guide t o
conduct. This was true with th e
Israelites, for they had the Law
which God gave to the nation
through Moses, and it is reason-
able to conclude that David was
fairly well acquainted with th e
Law, and therefore would feel a
sense of guilt when he knew that
he had violated any of its precepts.
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At heart David wanted to please
the Lord more than anything else
in life, but he had weaknesse s
which led him into sin. His sin i n
taking Bathsheba for his wife wa s
perhaps the worst of his acts . In
this he broke three of the com-
mandments—"Thou shalt no t
covet" ; "Thou shalt not commit
adultery" ; and, "Thou shalt no t
kill ."—Exod. 20:13, 14, 17

This great sin against the terms
of the Law called for the deat h
penalty . David was reprimanded ,
and punished by the loss of the
child of his sin, yet the deat h
penalty was not exacted . (II Sam .
12 :13, 14) It is quite possible that
David had this in mind when he
wrote, "Blessed is he whose trans -
gression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered . Blessed is the man unto
whom the Lord imputeth not in -
iquity, and in whose spirit there
is no guile."—vss . 1, 2

David had a good and hones t
heart . There was no guile in his
spirit. When the Prophet Nathan ,
by means of a parable, called his
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great sin to his attention, h e
readily confessed, "I have sinned . "
While he was punished, a certain
degree of forgiveness was extend-
ed toward him by the Lord, els e
he would have suffered the death
penalty. Had the full measure o f
his iniquity been imputed to Da -
vid, he would surely have died .

So David felt himself greatly
blessed by the Lord . He remem-
bered the time before he con-
fessed his sin to Nathan, when h e
"kept silence ." He wrote that the n
his "bones waxed old through my
roaring all the day long ." "Day
and night," he wrote, "the Lord's
hand was heavy upon me," until
he decided to acknowledge hi s
transgression. When he did, the n
the Lord forgave him.

The followers of Jesus are i n
a much more favorable positio n
before the Lord than David was ,
in that the merit of Christ's right-
eousness is imputed to them, cov-
ering their unwilling imperfec-
tions and giving them a standin g
of life in the presence of the
Heavenly Father . Whereas Davi d
was blessed in the fact that the
total weight of his transgression
was not imputed to him, demand-
ing the death penalty, our trans-
gressions are completely covered
with the righteousness of another,
even Christ's, enabling us to pre-
sent our lives in acceptable sacri-
fice to God .—Rom. 12 : 1

But the Lord expects us to con-
fess our sins, and if we are pure

BIBLE STUDY

in heart we will be glad to do
this—not just once, at the begin-
ning of our consecrated life, but
daily, and even . oftener if need
be-. .We should have a tender con-
science, and be pained by the
slightest infraction of divine law
as soon as it is recognized . And
how blessed the assurance that
when we do confess our sins, our
Heavenly Father will forgive, an d
will cleanse us from all sin.

"For this"—that is, forgive-
ness—David wrote, "shall every
one that is godly pray unto thee
in a tine when thou mayest be
found." (vs . 6) Thank God we ca n
go to the throne of grace at any
time and there find grace to help
in every time of need.

How blessed the Lord's prom-
ise, "I will instruct thee an d
teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go : I will guide thee with
mine eye," or, as the margin
states, "I will counsel thee, min e
eye shall be upon thee ." How
wonderful to realize that the Lord
is watching over all our affairs ,
and with "an eye that never
sleeps."

QUESTIONS
Does man inherently have any e

of right and wrong ?
Does the conscience need to be inh!eoted

by the Lord?
Is it reasonable to conclude that Davi d

reflects his own experience in the
opening verses of the lesson ?

Explain the basis upon which the follow-
ers of Jesus are forgiven their sins.
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 3

Our ZXperidnre of thou
GOLDEN TEXT : "I love the Lord, because he hath heard my voice

and my supplications ."—Psalm 116 : 1

PSALM 116 :1-1 4

eUR knowledge of the Lord
is limited to the extent t o

which he has revealed his de -
signs toward us and toward all
mankind. His wisdom, justice ,
love and power are reveale d
through his plan which is out-
lined in his Word . We love him
because of what we thus see hi m
to be . This is the basis of lov e
expressed in the Golden Text .

The Psalmist recognized the
Lord's love for him in the fact
that he had given ear to his sup-
plications . This called forth hi s
love for the Lord. It is even so
with us. We love the Lord be -
cause of what we know he i s
daily doing for us, and what h e
has promised to do, not only fo r
us, but for the whole world of
mankind . Our appreciation of the
Lord's benefactions has a muc h
wider base than was understoo d
by the Psalmist in that to us, i n
this end of the age, he has re-
vealed his loving plan for the
blessing of all the families of th e
earth .

Blessed indeed are those to
whom the Lord has inclined his
ear . (vs. 2 ; ch. 40:1) He ha s
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brought us out of an "horribl e
pit, out of the miry clay," and
has set our feet upon a "rock, "
Christ Jesus, and he has estab-
lished our "goings ." Yes, the
Lord has given us direction in
life, a real purpose, which is to
serve him, and to run for "the
prize of the high calling of Go d
in Christ Jesus."—Phil. 3 :1 4

Verses 3 and 4 of the lesson
indicate that the Psalmist ha d
been ill and feared that he woul d
die . He describes his experience s
in a very graphic manner, say-
ing, "The sorrows of death com-
passed me, and the pains of hell
gat hold upon me : I found trouble
and sorrow." The word "hell" is
translated from the Hebrew wor d
sheol, meaning the state of death.
Thus the suffering incident to th e
dying process the Psalmist de-
scribes as the "pains of sheol ."
Verses 5-9 indicate that the Lord
prolonged the Psalmist's life.

The Psalmist's deliverance wa s
temporary, but we may think of
the account as prophetic of our
deliverance from death through
faith in Christ Jesus . Paul speaks
of this as "justification of life . "
(Rom. 5:18) This gracious provi-
sion of life through Christ for us
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as his consecrated followers of
the David class daily calls forth
our love for the Lord .

Those who are enlightened with
the truth, and appreciate th e
great love of the Heavenly Father
in making such a wonderful pro -
vision of life through Christ, real-
ize that they have a debt of grati-
tude to pay to the Lord. So th e
heart cry of these is, "What shal l
I render unto the Lord for all his
benefits toward me? I will take
the cup of salvation, and call
upon the name of the Lord . I will
pay my vows unto the Lord now
in the presence of all his people. "
—vss . 12-14

Here the "cup" is used to ` sym-
bolize the sum total of our expe-
rience as we fulfil the conditions
of the narrow way which, during
the present age, leads to life, t o
salvation . This way to life is now
a difficult one. It is accompanie d
by many hardships, but we "take"
this "cup" and "call upon the
name of the Lord" for grace to
help in every time of need .

As followers of the Master we
have entered into a covenant wit h
the Lord based on sacrifice. (Ps .
50 :5) We could speak of this cove-
nant as our "vow" of dedication ,
or consecration, to the Lord . It is
a solemn vow. In it we agreed to
devote all that we had and were
to the Lord, to lay down life itsel f
in his service. So, with the love
of the Lord still tugging at our
heartstrings, we recognize that ,
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in return for all that he has don e
for us, the least we can do is
to continue faithfully paying our
vow of consecration to him .

And this we do "in the pres-
ence of all his people ." It is no t
merely a matter of giving a verbal
testimony to the brethren tha t
we love he Lord, but our daily
lives of sacrifice will reveal that
we are sincerely endeavoring t o
pay our consecration vow to th e
Lord. One of the ways in which
this will be manifested is in layin g
down our lives for the brethren.

Verse 15 reads, "Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints ." Ordinarily the Lord
does not take pleasure in death .
But this is an exception . This i s
sacrificial death. These "saints, "
the true followers of Jesus, are
being planted together in the like-
ness of his death . If faithful, they
will live and reign with Christ.
Because of this great objective ,
the Lord is pleased with the sac-
rifices of his people .

QUESTIONS
How do we know of our Heavenly Fa-

ther's great love ?
How should the knowledge of God's

love affect us?
What are the "pains of hell" mentione d

in our lesson ?
How has the Lord delivered us fro m

death?
What is meant by taking the "cup" o f

salvation and paying our vows to
the Lord ?

Why is the death of his saints preciou s
to the Lord?
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 20

`hanks )3e to (hod

GOLDEN TEXT : "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul : and all that is withi n
me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget no t

all his benefits."—Psalm 103 :1, 2

PSALM 103 :1-1 8

HOSE who consider the good-
ness of the Lord, as mani-

fested in all the blessings he dail y
showers upon them, will give
thanks to him. Nor will thei r
thanksgiving be just a lip service ;
for the true spirit of thanksgiv-
ing is exemplified also in daily
deeds of devotion to God and .to
his people . Indeed, the ultimate
in true thanksgiving calls for the
dedication of one's whole being to
God and to his service .

"Forget not all his benefits, "
David wrote . It is impossible to
remember all the blessings whic h
the Lord daily bestows upon us ,
but it would be a tragedy if we
should be so ungrateful as to for -
get them all . We remember all
we can, and these remembrances
call forth our songs of praise to
him from whom all blessings flow .

David mentions some of the
blessings for which we should
give thanks . There is the forgive-
ness of our iniquities, and th e
healing of our diseases . During
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the Gospel age it is the diseases
of the "new creature" that th e
Lord particularly heals . However ,
if necessary to the accomplish-
ment of his design in our lives ,
physical ailments also will b e
cured .

Through Jesus, our Heavenly
Father has redeemed our lives
from destruction, and what caus e
for deep gratitude and thankful-
ness this should be! The Lord's
loving-kindness is also seen in hi s
tender mercies . Jeremiah wrot e
concerning the Israelites, "It i s
of the Lord's mercies that we are
not consumed, because his corn -
passions fail not. They are new
every morning : great is thy faith-
fulness ."—Lam . 3 :22, 2 3

The Lord "satisfieth thy mouth
with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's . "
(vs. 5) For the Lord's people of
this age the application here als o
must be spiritual. And how won-
derfully the Lord does supply hi s
people with the good things of hi s
Word, the "meat in due season . "
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It is the strength derived fro m
this "meat" that enables us t o
continue in the narrow way o f
sacrifice . Isaiah wrote, "They that
wait upon the Lord shall rene w
their strength ; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles ; they
shall run and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint ."—
Isa . 40 :3 1

The Lord "made known hi s
ways unto Moses, his acts unt o
the children of Israel ." (vs . 7) On e
of the important benefits the
Lord bestows upon his people i s
to enlighten them concerning hi s
ways . Through Moses, Israel's law-
giver, that nation was given the
information needed to serve the
Lord at that time . The Lord made
known his ways further through
Jesus and the apostles. And now,
at the end of the Gospel age ,
there has been a glorious unfold-
ing of truth enabling the follow-
ers of the Master to know that th e
"harvest" time is here, and tha t
soon the messianic kingdom will
be established in power and grea t
glory .

"As the heavens are high abov e
the earth," and, "as far as the east
is from the west ." David uses
these powerful illustrations to im-
press the fact of God's great
mercy in removing our transgres-
sions, or covering them with th e
robe of Christ's righteousness. It
is as though we had no transgres-
sions, because the Lord is not
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dealing with us according to ou r
sins, nor rewarding us "accordin g
to our iniquities ."—vss . 8-1 2

The Lord pities . This is another
benefit for which to be thankful.
He pities even as a loving father
pities his children. The Lord
"knoweth our frame ; he remem-
bereth that we are dust ." (vss . 13 ,
14) In associating with our breth-
ren in Christ we are prone to
forget that, like ourselves, the y
are fallen and imperfect . But the
Lord always remembers this, an d
therefore continually exercise s
mercy toward us .

The Lord does not bestow the
rich blessings of his love and
mercy unconditionally, except in
the sense that while we were yet
sinners he sent his Son to be ou r
Redeemer, and the Redeemer o f
the whole world of mankind . B F
yond this, there is the necessity
for belief and obedience. David
explains that the Lord's blessing s
are "to such as keep his covenant ,
and to those that remember his
commandments to do them ." (vs .
18) May we ever endeavor to be
in this class !

QUESTION S
Will those who are truly thankful to th e

Lord be satisfied with mere word s
of thanksgiving and praise to him?

What are some of the Lord's blessings
mentioned by David ?

Does the Lord bes±ow the richest of his
blessings unconditionally?
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2 7

strength in (sod
GOLDEN TEXT: "Finally, my brethren, be strong in th e

in the power of his might."—Ephesians 6 :10
Lord, an d

EPHESIANS 6:10-2 0

tHERE are three principal ene-
mies mies against which the Chris -

tian fights . These are the world ,
the flesh, and the Devil. It is a
struggle which takes place largely
in the mind. It is a battle of ideas .
The "heart" is also involved, for
one of the efforts of our enemies
is to divert our affections fro m
the Lord and from "things above . "
—Col . 3 :1-3

In our own strength we would
be no match for our enemies. The
influences of the world present
a strong appeal to our fallen
flesh, and Satan is quick and
subtle in taking advantage of our
weaknesses in his efforts to de-
stroy our faith and to weaken our
devotion to God and to the doin g
of his will . Therefore we very
much need the strength and pro-
tection which the Lord so abun-
dantly supplies to all those wh o
put their trust wholly in him . We
are weak in ourselves, but we ca n
be strong in the Lord.

The Psalmist wrote, "He that
dwelleth in the secret place of th e
most High shall abide under th e
shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the Lord, He is my refuge
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and my fortress : my God; in him
will I trust." (Ps . 91:1, 2) In verse
4 of this psalm we are informe d
that the Lord's truth shall be ou r
"shield and buckler . "

The truth of God's Word is a s
a fortress of protection to the
Christian, and it is also a shield
and buckler. The truth is God' s
plan for us and for all mankind ,
and particularly his expressed
will for us . The world, the fles h
and the Devil would like us to
do their bidding. But we have
dedicated ourselves . to do the
Lord's will . A clear knowledge of
God's will, and the many wonder -
ful assurances he has given us of
his guidance and help constitute
a strong wall of protection agains t
our opposers .

Paul says that we "wrestle no t
against flesh and blood," meaning
that the Christian's battle is no t
physical combat with humans .
Our struggle, rather, is "agains t
principalities, against powers ,
against the rulers of the darknes s
of this world, against spiritua l
wickedness in high places," or ,
as the marginal translation states ,
against "wicked spirits" in the
"heavenlies ."—vs. 12
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In chapter 1, verses 20 and 21,
Paul informs us that when Jesu s
was raised from the dead he wa s
exalted to the "heavenlies," "fa r
above all principality, and power,
and might, and dominion, and{
every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in
that which is to come ." The word
"heavenlies" denotes planes of
life above the human. The Bible
speaks many times about the hol y
angels . It also mentions "the Devi l
and his angels." (Matt. 25 :41) It
is these who oppose the progres s
of every true Christian who, sym-
bolically speaking, has to fight hi s
way through these unseen powers
of wickedness in order to attain
joint-heirship with Jesus in th e
heavenly phase of his kingdom.

And for this purpose the Lord
has provided his armor of truth .
The "armor" Paul refers to in thi s
illustration was the one used by
Roman soldiers of his day. It con-
sisted of a helmet, breastplate ,
shield, girdle, sandals, and a
sword . Each of these, as Paul uses
the illustration, suggests a certain
way in which the truth of the
Word serves to protect the Chris-
tian soldier against the attacks of
his adversaries, the world, the
flesh, and the Devil .

The whole armor of truth pro-
vided by God through his Wor d
is essential, "that we may be able
to withstand in the evil day ." An d
having "done all," or "overcome"
all, as the margin states, we are
to "stand." This does not mean
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to stand in idleness as though
there were nothing more to be
done. The thought is, rather, to
maintain our standing.

Actually the Christian's war-
fare is not over until the las t
battle is won, and that is no t
until he has been faithful even
unto death . Ordinarily, soldiers
hope to save their lives in battle ,
but Christian soldiers gain their
greatest victory when they finis h
their course in death. Indeed, the
principal effort of our enemies is
to turn us aside from sacrificing
our lives in God's service . We are
victorious only if we turn aside
all suggestions of this kind and
continue faithful even unto death .
Only then will we prove worthy
to receive the "crown of life ."—
Rev. 2 :1 0

Paul speaks of "praying al -
ways ." (vs . 18) Prayer is our line
of communication with our Heav-
enly Father, the great "General"
under whom we fight, and Jesus
Christ, the "Captain" of our sal-
vation . If we cease to pray, we
will cease to fight . "Prayer keep s
the Christian's armor bright, "
says the poet .

QUESTIONS
Name the Christian's three principal ene-

mies . Where does the battle take
place, and how does the Lord pro-
tect us in "battle"?

What does Paul mean by "wicked spir-
its" in the "heavenlies"?

When is the Christian's warfare com-
pleted?
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THE "SEED"

Article VIII

3sraehites indee d
"Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behol d

an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!"—John 1 :4 7

ESUS' reference to Nathanael as "an Israelite indeed" implie s
that at the time of our Lord's first advent there were thos e

who were Israelites in name only . Jesus identified some of thes e
when he said to the Pharisees and others of the Jews : "Ye are
of your father the Devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do . "
(John 8 :44) The Apostle Paul supported this viewpoint when, in
writing to the brethren at Rome, he said, "They are not all Israel ,
which are of Israel."—Rom. 9 : 6

A number of instances are recorded in the Bible in which Go d
changed the names of his servants in order to teach certai n
lessons pertaining to the outworking of his plan of the ages .
Abram's name was changed to Abraham, Sarai's to Sarah . (Gen .
17:5, 15) Strictly speaking, the name Israel is not the famil y
name of the descendants of Abraham, but a new name given
to Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, indicating certain importan t
characteristics he had demonstrated .

According to Prof . Strong, the name Israel in the Hebrew lan-
guage means, "He will rule as God." Other scholars suggest the
definition, "To prevail with God," or, as the margin reads, " A
prince of God ." The name Israel was given to Jacob after he ha d
"wrestled" with an angel, who explained, "Thy name shall b e
called no more Jacob, but Israel : for as a prince hast thou powe r
with God and with men, and hast prevailed ."—Gen . 32:28

The over-all thought seems to be that the name Israel sym-
bolically describes one who, through faithfulness, secures God' s
favor and is given the honor of being associated with him in the
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accomplishment of his purposes. To be a true Israelite one must
"prevail" with God, and all who do prevail will, in one categor y
or another, rule with him .

Seemingly, the Lord gave this name to Jacob to further em-
phasize the complete and ultimate meaning of the promise t o
Abraham that through his "Seed" all the families of the earth
would be blessed. Actually that promise does mean that all who
ultimately come within its gracious provisions will have prevaile d
with God by their faithfulness, and will be as princes, or kings ,
ruling with God .

Spiritual and Earthly Rulers

FIRST of all we see Jesus as the messianic Seed of Abraham .
(Gal . 3:16) At what great cost did he prevail with God to prove
his worthiness to be "King of kings and Lord of lords"! (Rev .
19 :16) Then there are those who, beginning with Jesus and
Pentecost, likewise have proved worthy of God's favor . In the
divine arrangement, these are made "priests of God and of
Christ" and reign with Christ a thousand years .—Rev. 20 :6 ;
II Tim. 2 :12, 13

And then, throughout the ages preceding our Lord's first
advent, earthly princes, or rulers, were being tested and traine d
to be the human representatives of the divine Christ . These also,
prevailed with God by their faithfulness, in many instances even
unto death. In the 11th chapter of Hebrews, Paul mentions many
of these, and informs us that they received the testimony tha t
they pleased God. Because of their faithfulness, they were found
worthy of "a better resurrection" than mankind in general, i n
the sense that they will be awakened to instant human perfectio n
and thus qualified to cope with the problems of humanity whic h
they will immediately face .—Heb. 11 :13, 35, 39, 4 0

We should not suppose that this group of ancient faithful an d
worthy servants of God consisted merely, or even chiefly, o f
those named by Paul in the 11th chapter of Hebrews . He explains
that time did not permit him to identify them all, and how righ t
he was! (Heb . 11 :32) Paul mentions many of the outstandin g
personalities of the Old Testament, but in Romans 11 :2-4, quot-
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ing from the Old Testament, he indicates that in the generation
of Elijah's day there were more than seven thousand whom the
Lord had reserved unto himself, obviously because they ha d
prevailed with him.

Historians do not attempt to mention individually all who are
involved in the events which they narrate . We have a good ex-
ample of this in The Book of Acts . Comparatively speaking, only
a few names are mentioned in this book, yet we know that i n
the Early Church there were many thousands of earnest follow-
ers of the Master.

So far as we are aware, the Scriptures do not positively indi-
cate the exact number of those who will be "princes in all th e
earth." (Ps. 45:16) We know, however, that there will be a suf-
ficient number to properly function as the earthly ruling phas e
of the messianic kingdom. And, on a lower plane than the divin e
Christ, they will be as though ruling with God, because they wil l
be authorized and empowered by him .

Other Ruler s

ALL the families of the earth are to be blessed through th e
seed of Abraham . God said to Abraham, "Behold, my covenant i s
with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations . Neither
shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall b e
called Abraham ; for a father of many nations have I made thee . "
(Gen. 17:4, 5) Paul quotes this promise, and indicates that it has
a partial fulfilment in the fact that the spiritual Israelites of th e
Gospel Age are selected from among all nations . (Rom. 4:8-25)
But we believe it has a larger fulfilment in that all the families
of the earth who are blessed by the seed of Abraham also be -
come his children, his seed .

The Scriptures reveal clearly that the "blessing" provided for
all the families of the earth is restoration to life, and to th e
dominion forfeited through the sin of our first parents . Man wa s
created in the image of God, and given dominion over the earth .
He was made king of earth, and therefore a part of the royal, or
ruling, family of God .—Gen. 1:27, 28.
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But when our first parents transgressed God's law, they los t
both dominion and life . In the Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats Jesus assures us that "all nations"—all the families of th e
earth—are to come into judgment during the time of his reign ,
and that they will be divided as a shepherd "divideth his shee p
from the goats ." (Matt . 25 :3146) This is not an arbitrary division ,
but is based on qualification. Those who prevail by their faithful-
ness to the divine principles of righteousness then in force
throughout the earth become the "sheep" of the parable .

To these sheep, or worthy ones, the glorious pronouncement
is made, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdo m
prepared for you from the foundation of the world." (vs. 34)
These also re-inherit the life which was lost by sin, and pur-
chased for them by the blood of Christ . As restored humans ,
enjoying perfection of life, they will be kings of earth, and o n
the human plane will be ruling with God, as members of his
royal family, even as Adam did before he sinned.

Thus we see that the name Israel, as given to Jacob, compre-
hensively suggests the complete outworking of the divine pur-
pose as set forth in the promise made to Abraham . It remind s
us also that the blessing mentioned in the Abrahamic Covenant
is obtained only by those who prevail with God by proving thei r
faithfulness to him. This is true both of the earthly and spiritua l
ruling seeds, as well as the larger seed—the "many nations "
who will, as subjects of the messianic kingdom, be restored t o
human perfection and ultimately inherit the lost dominion o f
earth.

The Lord's Peopl e
IN GENESIS 4 :26 we read (marginal translation) : "Then began

men to call themselves by the name of the Lord ." Man was en-
dowed with the desire to worship his Creator and, despite th e
fact that he was now alienated from God because of sin, h e
wanted to be associated with him . This was true of at least some
in those early days of the antediluvian world .

This desire to worship a higher power has manifested itsel f
throughout all the ages since . Satan has taken advantage of hu -
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man weakness and lack of judgment, and has led men and wome n
into worshipping all sorts of false gods . In most instances these
false gods have been pictured as vindictive and cruel, hence fear
and dread have been powerful motivating influences in the re-
ligious concepts of the people .

But God, nevertheless, has "inclined" toward many who hav e
earnestly sought him and desired to please him . This was true
of some in the antediluvian world . Enoch, for example, "walke d
with God," and he was used by God to prophesy concerning th e
coming of the Lord with "ten thousands of his saints, to execute
judgment ."—Gen . 5 :24; Heb . 11 :5; Jude 14, 15

And, of course, there were Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, an d
Moses—in fact all the Ancient Worthies . Beginning with the deat h
of Jacob, God began to deal with his twelve sons and their fami-
lies as a people, a nation . These were his people, his nation . At
Mt. Sinai God entered into a covenant with this nation, Mose s
serving as mediator . Thus Israel became God's covenant people ,
or nation .

The Law, as epitomized in the Ten Commandments, was th e
basis of this covenant . En masse the people agreed to abide by
the terms of the covenant, and God promised to bless them a s
a people in proportion to their faithfulness . The ultimate bless-
ing promised for obedience to the Law was life . But to obtain
life under the Law required perfect obedience, and no member
of the fallen race was capable of rendering full obedience to
God's perfect Law, so none gained life .

Concerning the Law, Paul wrote, "It was added because o f
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promis e
was made." (Gal. 3:19) As we have seen, the Seed envisioned i n
the promise to Abraham was Christ, and associated with him hi s
body members . (Gal . 3 :16, 26-29) It was God's design that Jesus ,
the Head of the Christ company, should be of the natural see d
of Abraham, that he should come from the nation of Israel.

But sin and selfishness, unbridled, would have disrupted th e
Israelites as a nation long before it was due time for the Messiah
to come, so, as Paul explains, one of the purposes of the Law
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was to serve as a deterrent to sin . While the record of the nation
from the giving of the Law to the birth of Jesus is not by any
means an enviable one, it certainly would have been much wors e
had it not been for the restraining influences of God's Law, whic h
as a nation the people had agreed to keep .

Paul also referred to the Law as a "schoolmaster to bring u s
unto Christ ." (Gal . 3 :24) The thought here seems to be that th e
inability of fallen man to keep God's perfect Law taught th e
necessity of a Redeemer from sin . The Jewish nation was th e
first to have the opportunity of learning this lesson, but it wil l
not be until they are raised from the dead that they will really
benefit from their failure . Then they will learn that only through
the redemptive work of Jesus is everlasting life available .
Through the failure of the nation of Israel to gain life unde r
the Law, Gentile nations also will have the necessity of the she d
blood of Jesus Christ emphasized to them .

Righteousness by Faith

HOWEVER, as we have seen, beginning with righteous Abel ,
and continuing to John the Baptist, there were those who en-
joyed the smile of God's favor upon the basis of their faith
and heart loyalty to him. This was true during the time when
the Law Covenant was operative with the nation of Israel . Ex-
cept during a few short periods, the majority of the nation paid
little attention to the Law, and from time to time were entice d
into idolatry and other gross sins .

But there were always the few who, like David, were at hear t
loyal to God. These were hindered from perfect obedience to th e
Law only by their inherited imperfections . These did not gain lif e
under the Law, but they did receive the testimony that becaus e
of their faith and obedience they were pleasing to God . These
were "Israelites indeed. "

Through Moses, God said to the people of Israel, "If ye wil l
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall b e
a peculiar treasure unto me above all people : for all the earth
is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation." (Exod. 19 :5, 6) While, as we shall see, there is
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to be a spiritual "holy nation," yet this promise of God ha d
vital meaning to fleshly Israel, for there is also to be an earthly
phase of the kingdom, a visible "holy nation . "

The Lord knew that no single generation of the Israelite s
would, qualify to be his holy nation on earth . But he also knew
that there would be a remnant of the Israelites in each genera-
tion who, through faith and heart obedience, would obtain a
"good report," and that in due time he would raise these u p
in the "better resurrection" to be the visible holy nation of
promise .

A Spiritual "Holy Nation "

AT THE close of the Jewish Age, when the Israelites as a
nation proved unworthy of the kingdom blessings offered b y
the Lord, Jesus said to them, "The kingdom of God shall b e
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruit s
thereof ." (Matt. 21:43) The Head of this new nation to who m
the kingdom was given is Jesus, and Peter identified the othe r
members . He wrote, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest -
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, . . . which in time pas t
were not a people, but are now the people of God ."—I Pet .
2 :9, 10

Not all the members of this new, spiritual nation were living in
Peter's day. It requires the entire Gospel Age to select these
from the world. Even as with the Ancient Worthy class, who
will be the visible part of this holy nation, it will be made u p
of a few from many generations who proved their worthines s
of this exalted position in the plan of God by being faithful unto
death .

How important it is to take into consideration the resurrectio n
feature of the divine plan if we are to comprehend the full mean-
ing of the promises of God! God makes his promises and carrie s
forward his plan for the recovery of the human race from si n
and death, knowing that the death of his people in no wa y
interferes . It is as though they merely fall asleep at night an d
awaken in the morning to enter into the rewards which our
loving Heavenly Father promised to the faithful .
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Nominal Israelite s

THE Scriptures clearly establish the fact that many of th e
natural descendants of Abraham, who later were given the name
Israelites, held this status only by reason of birth, that they wer e
not "Israelites indeed" in whom there was no guile . There ar e
also many wonderful promises made to these, promises whic h
give assurance that they, too, are to be awakened from the
sleep of death and given an opportunity to participate in th e
joys of the messianic kingdom, not as its rulers and princes, bu t
as its subjects .

Moses said to the Israelites of his day, "The Lord thy God wil l
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of th y
brethren, like unto me ; unto him ye shall hearken." (Deut . 18 :
15) Peter quoted this prophecy and explained that it would hav e
its fulfilment following the second coming of Christ and durin g
the "times of restitution of all things ." (Acts 3:19-23) Peter prof-
fered this as a hope to the unbelieving Jews of his day, a hop e
that would be translated into reality upon the basis of thei r
repentance and the blotting out of their sins .

Here, then, is a promise to those of Israel who did not "obtain
a good report through faith," and therefore did not qualify fo r
the "better resurrection ." This promise also depends for fulfil-
ment upon the resurrection feature of the divine plan . How
meaningless would be many of God's promises if we attempted
to limit their application to the generation living at the time the y
were made !

In the Apostle Paul's speech before Felix he indicated that th e
"Law and the prophets" gave assurance of a resurrection of th e
dead, "both of the just and unjust." (Acts 24:14, 15) The resur-
rection of the "just" of those ages preceding the first advent o f
Christ will be the "better resurrection" mentioned by Paul .
(Heb. 11:35) The resurrection of the "unjust" is also clearly
pointed out in the Scriptures . In Daniel 12:1, 2, where Danie l
is assured of the deliverance of his people, we read : "Many of
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some t o
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt . "
The just come forth to life, the unjust to "contempt . "

$ISLE STUDY

	

25



The resurrection of the unjust is also foretold in Ezekiel 16 :
55-63 . Here the assurance of the resurrection is extended to th e
Gentiles also—even such wicked Gentiles as the Sodomites . The
Israelites referred to in this promise are those who "despised th e
oath in breaking the covenant ." (vs . 59) In other words, here is
another of God's promises to nominal Israelites, those who did
not receive the testimony that they pleased God . There were
many of these in each generation of Israel .

National Dealing

AS ALREADY noted, God dealt with the descendants of Jacob
as a nation . This meant that both the just and the unjust shared
in whatever experiences God permitted to come upon the nation .
At times, when the leaders of the people were God-fearing, an d
did all in their power to direct them in paths of righteousness ,
the nation was blessed, and the just as well as the unjust enjoye d
these blessings.

The reverse was also true. Note the time when the nation was
taken into captivity in Babylon because of her sins . Not all in
the nation at that time were of the unjust class . There were ,
for example, Daniel and his three young friends who demon-
strated their loyalty to the true God of Israel even at the risk of
their lives . Nevertheless, they were among the captives . There
were many others among the captives who likewise were loya l
to Jehovah .

Probably one of the divine purposes in this dealing with Israe l
as a nation was to demonstrate that no people could be expecte d
en masse to be faithful and loyal to God. The test could have
been made with any other nation, or people, and the resul t
would have been the same . From this demonstration we lear n
that qualification for a position, either in the earthly or th e
spiritual ruling phase of the kingdom, must be on an individual
basis . A nation was called—the nation of Israel ; but, as a nation ,
Israel failed to make her calling and election sure .

This principle will carry over into the kingdom age, and wil l
apply to those who become loyal subjects of the kingdom an d
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thereby qualify for everlasting life on the earth. Each, individ-
ually, will need to hear and obey "that prophet," or else be de-
stroyed from among the people . No one will obtain everlasting
life simply on the basis of being a natural descendant of Abra-
ham, or of any other ancient servant of God .

Nominal Spiritual Israe l

THE Scriptures clearly establish the fact that throughout the
Gospel Age there have been many people of God in name only .
And, as in past ages, these have been identified with the "Israel-
ites indeed ." The "wheat" and the "tares" have grown together.
(Matt . 13 :24-30 ; 36-43) A separation takes place at the end of th e
age, when the true people of God are called to "come out o f
her [Babylon], my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues ."—Rev. 18 : 4

Just as in the Old Testament concerning fleshly Israel ther e
are warnings of impending punishments upon nominal Israelites ,
and also precious promises of rewards for the faithful, so th e
Scriptures contain both warnings and promises for the tw o
classes of spiritual Israelites . A good example of this is found in
the messages to the "seven churches" recorded in chapters 2
and 3 of The Revelation . Concerning the church at Pergamos
we read, "Thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam ,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children o f
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornica-
tion."—Rev . 2 :14

We read again, "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis whic h
have not defiled their garments ." (Rev. 3 :4) The implication here
is that there were many in this stage of the church who were
not faithful . To the faithful in all seven churches wonderful prom-
ises are made ; and to the unfaithful, warnings of dire punish-
ments and the withdrawal of divine favor unless there woul d
come a genuine repentance .

But just as God's mercy will, in the resurrection, be extended
to the unjust of Israel, so also nominal spiritual Israelites will
have the blessings of everlasting human life offered to them.
In Acts 15:17 coming kingdom blessings are assured to both o f
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these classes who failed to qualify either as "princes" or a s
"kings" in the messianic kingdom. Here we are assured that
through the ruling agencies of the kingdom "the residue o f
men," and "all the Gentiles upon whom my name is called, "
will be given an opportunity "to seek after the Lord ." The
Gentiles upon whom the Lord's name has been called are un-
doubtedly those who have composed the nominal Christia n
church .

The expression, "residue of men," is a paraphrased quotatio n
from Amos 9:12, where the prophet speaks of "the remnant of
Edom." The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, who sold
his birthright for inheriting the Abrahamic promise . In Ro-
mans, chapter 9, where Paul explains that "they are not all
Israel, which are of Israel," he uses the case of Jacob and Esa u
to illustrate his point . In this instance he is discussing the case
of the unbelieving Israelites who stumbled at the first presenc e
of Jesus, indicating, apparently, that they would be fittingly rep -
resented by Esau.

It is true that there were unbelieving Israelites of every gen-
eration who failed to prove worthy of the chief blessing envi-
sioned in the Abrahamic promise . The "kingdom" was take n
away from this class by Jesus, thus forfeiting this aspect of thei r
inheritance, selling their birthright to be a part of the rulin g
Seed, either in the spiritual phase of the messianic kingdom ,
or the earthly .

But, thank God, these have not forfeited the blessings of life
which will be made available to them through God's mercy for ,
with the kingdom established, they will be the first to be give n
an opportunity to "seek after the Lord ." Amos states that these,
"the remnant of Edom," will be "possessed," or ruled over, b y
the restored "tabernacle of David" over which Christ will b e
the spiritual ruling Head. (Isa . 9 :6, 7) Upon their belief and obe-
dience, they will become honored subjects of the new kingdom .
Because of their past association with God, his laws, and hi s
people, these will have much to contribute to the general wor k
of blessing all the families of the earth which will then be in
progress .
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"Indeed" and Nominal
Rulers and Subjects

BY WAY of summing up, it seems evident from the Scripture s
that in every preparatory age of the divine plan there have bee n
the true and faithful people of God, the "Israelites indeed, "
and also those who have been associated with these, but actuall y
the Lord's people in name only . While the promises and callings
of God have gone out to all who have professed to be his people ,
only those who have been truly faithful and loyal to the condi-
tions attached to them have made their calling and election sure.

The faithful ones alone will comprise the heavenly and earthl y
ruling phases of Messiah's kingdom. With the close of the Gos-
pel Age, when the door to the "high calling" is closed and the
last of the spiritual "Israelites indeed" have passed beyond the
veil, the preparatory features of the divine plan will end . No
more rulers for the kingdom, either "princes" or "kings," will
then be developed .

But, thank God, this does not mean the end of divine grace! I n
reality, it will mark the beginning of the outpouring of divin e
blessings of happiness and life upon all mankind, beginnin g
with the "remnant of Edom ." These will be the first to be gath-
ered as happy and blessed subjects of the kingdom . But of the
increase of that government and peace, there shall be no end, fo r
it will continue to reach out and control throughout all the earth ,
to the joy of all mankind .

Salvation! 0 ye toiling saints ,
By faith ye have it now;

The promise is your daily strength,
While to God's will ye bow .

Salvation! 0 the blessed them e
Shall fill the world with joy !

When all its mighty work is seen ,
Praise shall all tongues employ .



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE1

Spoken
unto

Us

"God, who at sundry times and i n
divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hat h
appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds."

—Hebrews 1 :1, 2

I
N HARMONY with this scrip-
ture we know that God spok e

unto the nation of Israel by hi s
prophets . God said through th e
Prophet Hosea (12 :10), "I have
also spoken by the prophets, and
I have multiplied visions, and
used similitudes, by the ministr y
of the prophets ." Through these
inspired mouthpieces God mad e
many wonderful promises to th e
Israelites . Speaking through th e
prophets God also outlined to th e
Israelites the conditions upo n
which these promises could b e
inherited . Through the prophet s
God also warned the Israelites o f
the tragedies which would befall
them if they failed to comply as
fully as possible with the condi-
tions of his promises .

Although God spoke to the na-
tion of Israel, he spoke more di-
rectly to individuals . However,
whether God speaks to individ -

uals or to groups, the purpose of
the message is essentially always
the same . He does not speak to
satisfy curiosity . God speaks to
invite co-operation in the out -
working of his eternal purpose .

It is a blessed experience to
hear God speaking to us, but it
involves personal responsibility .
It means that one hearing the cal l
and responding to it is require d
to devote himself unreservedly to
the task at hand. During the Gos-
pel age it has meant thwarting
our wills, denying self, in order
that God's will may be done . God
does not brook any half-hearted
service . It is all or nothing. As
we read in Ecclesiastes 5 :5, "Bet-
ter is it that thou shouldest not
vow, than that thou shouldest vo w
and not pay," or pay only in part .

How Do We Know?

WE ARE all desirous of havin g
that condition of heart and min d
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which can say, as Samuel did,
"Speak, Lord; for thy servant
heareth." (I Sam. 3:9, 10) But,
someone may ask, How may we
know that God has spoken to us?
Amidst all the confusion of reli-
gious thought and teaching, ho w
may we know that what we have
is the truth? These are question s
of vital concern to all of us . They
are questions which we should be
able to answer to our own satis-
faction. If we cannot, then it
means we are in a condition o f
doubt and uncertainty, and w e
shall find ourselves sooner or lat-
er in the ranks of those who say,
"Oft it causes anxious thought ,
am I His, or am I not?" We say
we have the truth, but how do we
know ?

There are, of course, many
avenues of approach to this. We
know that God has spoken to u s
because what we have heard i s
in harmony with the entire Bible .
As we read in II Timothy 3 :16,
"All scripture given by inspira-
tion of God is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness :
that the man of God may be per-
fect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works . "

How thoroughly furnished was
Jesus, our Captain, our Exem-
plar? The Devil quoted Scriptur e
in support of his second tempta-
tion of Jesus, saying, "For it is
written ." But Jesus was guided by
ALL Scripture, so in reply h e
said to Satan: "It is written

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

again ." The Bible to us is not a n
old fiddle upon which any tune
can be played. By avoiding cer-
tain scriptures all sorts of tune s
can be played .

We know that God has spoken
to us because what we have hear d
is in harmony with what we
should expect the character of
God to be . It reveals him to be
absolutely just, unerring in wis-
dom, almighty in power, an d
above all, abounding in love.
What we have heard does not tel l
us there is no such thing as sick-
ness when we know there is . Wha t
we have heard does not tell u s
there is no death when we know
people are dying every day .

We can also assure ourselve s
that God has spoken to us because
of his unchangeableness . The
Bible tells us in Malachi 3 :6 an d
James 1 :17 that God changes not,
that in him there is no shado w
caused by turning . This being
true, it means that the divine pur-
pose as revealed by God through
his prophets of old is still the di-
vine purpose .

This, in turn, means that if Go d
has spoken unto us then we have
heard the same things that were
made known through the proph-
ets . The working out of God' s
plan varies in detail from age to
age, but not the plan itself. Some
say that God has a purpose bu t
not a plan. He has both. God' s
purpose is to bless all the families

(Continued on page 34.)
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(Continued from page 31 .)

of the earth . How that purpose i s
eventually accomplished is hi s
plan .

A Fundamental Trut h

WHAT was the fundamental
truth of God's plan which charac-
terizes the message of God's holy
prophets? It was restitution, fo r
we read in Acts 3 :21 that times
of restitution were spoken by all
of God's holy prophets since th e
world began . It was to provide a n
opportunity for restitution tha t
Jesus gave himself a ransom for
all . Ransom and restitution the n
are two prominent chords in God's
great theme song of love .

Isaiah was one of God's holy
prophets . He wrote that "the ran-
somed of the Lord" would return .
(Isa . 35:10) Is that all? Will they
simply "return" from death o n
the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus ?
No! After they return they will
receive rich blessings, for we rea d
that "they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away ." Those who obey
will be restored to a state of per-
fection in a perfected earth, an d
will enjoy communion with thei r
Maker forever.

There are, of course, variou s
arrangements in the outworking
of God's plan, but the great ob-
jective to which they are all lead-
ing is the blessing of all the fami-
lies of the earth during "the times
of restitution ." The promise
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which God made to faithful Abra-
ham permeates the whole of th e
Bible . God himself declared his
purpose to Moses, as recorded in
Numbers 14 :21, which reads, "As
truly as I live, all the earth shall
be filled with the glory of th e
Lord." Have we heard and appre-
ciated these fundamental truths ?
If so, we have heard the voice of
God .

Blessed and Costl y

WE FIND the blessedness and
the costliness emphasized in th e
experience of those to whom Go d
has spoken . Let us first of all
consider Noah : "Noah found grac e
in the eyes of the Lord ." (Gen.
6 :8) Divine favor was manifested
toward Noah. God used him to
build an ark in which some wer e
carried over from the first world
into the second world . God als o
made a covenant with Noah. These
experiences are referred to in th e
New Testament by Jesus and
Peter. They are used to illustrate
certain features in the divine
plan .

We read and speak about Noa h
building the ark, but do we real-
ize what it entailed over a long
period of time? Not only wa s
there work to be done, but scof-
fing had to be endured. Noah
worked as well as preached . He
preached to an unresponsive and
indifferent public. No result s
were apparent from his preach-
ing .

If Noah had had only a littl e
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faith, if he had not fully appre-
ciated the fact that God had spo-
ken to him, he would have be -
come weary in welldoing and
faint in his mind . He would have
concluded that God would not ex-
pect him to go on bearing witness
to the truth ; for, after all, noth-
ing worth while was being accom-
plished . In fact, it was only wast-
ed effort .

But Noah had faith in God. God
had spoken to him. He continued
to preach and work irrespective
of results. Noah was faithful de-
spite the cost of weariness, of
scoffing, of indifference. Noah
responded wholeheartedly to ful-
fil the divine command faithfully .

But was it all for nought? By
no means! Hebrews 11 :7 reads :
"By faith Noah, being warned o f
God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark
to the saving of his house ; by th e
which he condemned the world ,
and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith . "

When the plan of God is com-
plete, the knowledge of God' s
glory will fill the earth as th e
waters cover the sea. It will then
be seen that the destruction of
that first world was justified by
the lack of response to Noah's
preaching and the evil of those
times. That which Noah did, an d
that which Noah preached, will
be appreciated during the "times
of restitution ." It will help to fil l
the whole earth with God's glory.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Is it not so with us now to whom
God has spoken? Does not I Peter
2:12 say that "they may by your
good works, which they shall be -
hold, glorify God in the day of
[their] visitation," the "times of
restitution" ?

To Abraham
GOD also spoke to Abraham ,

for we read in Genesis 12 :1-3 ,
"Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy coun-
try, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto a
land that I will show thee: and I
will make of thee a great nation ,
and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great ; and thou shal t
be a blessing : And I will bles s
them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee : and in thee
shall all families of the earth be
blessed . "

In God's message to Abraham
we have the first definite state-
ment of his purpose to bless all
the families of the earth . Some-
times we hear this question :
"Which is the true Gospel?" The
answer to that question is found
in Galatians 3 :8, where we read,
"And the scripture, foreseein g
that God would justify the hea-
then through faith, preached be -
fore the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all nations
be blessed . "

It was certainly good news for
Abraham to know that through
his seed all the families of earth
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were to be blessed. We know this
must be the true Gospel, for i t
was God himself who announce d
it to Abraham. Surely Abraham
was blessed in hearing such a
message . But, as with Noah, it
proved to be costly.

Abraham was asked to give up
his home in Ur. For the remain-
der of his life he had no perma-
nent home, no continuing city.
Additionally, God continued t o
test him until he was asked t o
offer up Isaac, his only son . Abra-
ham showed his willingness to d o
this . Yes, Abraham learned that
God's voice not only meant bless-
ings, but sacrifice .

The reason that God spoke to
Abraham was to invite his co-op-
eration in the outworking of hi s
plan . Hence the message and the
call were heard together . God
said to Abraham, "In thee shall al l
families of the earth be blessed, "
but I want you to leave your own
people and your father's house ,
and go into a land I will show
you.

Abraham discovered that in or-
der for this promise to become a
reality to him it would cost the
uprooting of his whole way of
life . All those to whom the pur-
pose of God to bless all nations
has been revealed have likewis e
been called to co-operate . This is
God's method of dealing with hi s
people . God speaks to us . First,
he reveals his plan, then he in-
vites co-operation therein .

How blessed it was to hear God
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speaking to us, telling us of the
great hope of restitution for th e
sin-cursed and dying world based
upon the ransom sacrifice of Je-
sus. How it appealed to us! We
rejoiced to think of all mankind,
the ransomed of the Lord, walk-
ing up the highway of holiness
into that kingdom prepared for
them from the foundation of the
world. Not only did we come to
the light, but we continued t o
walk in the light .

Soon we learned that together
with God's love for all mankind
there was the invitation, or call ,
for co-operation in the divine
plan. Like Abraham, we were
asked to leave our own people
and our father's house, which is
the adamic household . It was a
call to give up the hope of resti-
tution for ourselves, and in its
place to run for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Je-
sus . Henceforth we were to touc h
lightly the things of this earth ,
esteeming them only of trifling
worth, or no worth at all .

This is something more tha n
merely exchanging an earthly
hope for a heavenly hope. It
means following in the steps o f
Jesus—steps of sacrifice and suf-
fering, even unto death, until that
which remains of our present
earthly life is wholly and accept-
ably consumed in God's service.

To Moses
GOD also spoke to Moses at th e

burning bush, saying : "Put off
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thy shoes from off thy feet, fo r
the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground. Moreover he said,
I am the God of thy father, the
God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And
Moses hid his face ; for he was
afraid to look upon God ." (Exod .
3 :5, 6) God told Moses to take off
his shoes, for the place whereon
he stood was holy ground. It was
holy because God chose that spot
to speak to Moses.

One of the characteristics of
Moses was meekness. Numbers
12 :3 reads, "Now the man Moses
was very meek, above all the me n
which were upon the face of the
earth." Moses felt unequal to the
great task which God asked him
to perform. Meekness is an essen-
tial quality of Christian character .
Jesus said in Matthew 11 :29 :
"Learn of me ; for I am meek and
lowly in heart. "

The world often mistakes meek-
ness for weakness. True meekness
is not weakness . Moses was meek
in that he recognized and ac-
knowledged his own limitations .
When God assured him that al l
his needs would be supplied, hi s
faith laid hold upon the promise.
He was made strong and courag-
eous. We can only be used of Go d
as we rely upon his wisdom and
strength. "When I think of self I
tremble; when I look to thee I' m
strong." This was the experienc e
of Moses. In the strength which
God supplied he courageousl y
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took up the task which God as-
signed to him .

Yes, God spoke to Moses. Hav-
ing responded, Moses was no long-
er his own . No longer was he free
to think, free to choose, free to
act, free to do as he might prefer .
Henceforth the will of God was
to be the guiding star of his life .
True, God's presence accompan-
ied Moses . He had peace of hear t
and mind. But his way was diffi-
cult. His burden was heavy .

Moses had to face and defy
the austere and arrogant Pharaoh .
He had to bear, and bear patient-
ly, the murmurings of his own
people. He had to put down re-
bellion against the divine ar-
rangements for Israel. In many
ways Moses had to bear a load of
care and responsibility which was
his because of the high position
of honor God had given him in
the outworking of his plan. Yes ,
it was a blessed experience to
hear the voice of God, but like
Noah and like Abraham, Mose s
found it very costly.

The Greater Than Mose s

THIS introduces us to "the
greater than Moses ." Jesus said
on one occasion, as recorded i n
John 5:46 : "For had ye believe d
Moses, ye would have believe d
me: for he wrote of me ." Moses
prophesied that One greater tha n
he would be raised up for the
blessing of Israel and the world .
Thus Moses pointed forward to
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the coming of Christ and to the
establishing of his kingdom.—
Deut . 18:15-19 ; Acts 3 :22, 23

Jesus came at the first advent
to lay the foundation for that
kingdom. He did so by the sacri-
fice of his life as man's Redeem-
er. Jesus dedicated himself to
God, agreeing to do all that was
written of him . "Then said I, Lo ,
I come (in the volume of the boo k
it is written of me,) to do thy
will, 0 God."—Heb. 10 : 7

In Romans 15 :4 we read: "For
whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our
learning." If that is true of th e
followers of Jesus, how much
more was it true of Jesus! Yes ,
much of what all the prophets
had written constituted the man-
ner in which God spoke to Jesus ,
directing him in performing his
part in the divine plan . In har-
mony with this we have the words
of Jesus spoken to the two dis-
ciples on the way to Emmaus :
"And beginning at Moses and all
the prophets, he expounded unt o
them in all the scriptures th e
things concerning himself ."—
Luke 24 :27

Not only was Jesus blessed by
the revealing testimony of th e
prophets, but he heard the voic e
of God speaking to him directly
saying, "This is my beloved Son ,
in whom I am well pleased . "
(Matt. 3 :17) What a blessed assur -
ance this must have been to Je-
sus! Yes, he was honored, he was

blessed, but how costly it prove d
to be. It meant the laying down
of his human life until it was con-
sumed at Calvary. As Jesus said ,
"The Son of Man came not to b e
ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for
many." (Matt. 20:28) Again,
"Therefore doth my Father love
me, because I lay down my life ,
that I might take it again."—
John 10 :1 7

Why was Jesus the beloved Son
of God? Why was God well
pleased with him? Because Jesu s
not only did, but delighted to do,
what had been written of him.
Jesus was not only a hearer o f
God's Word, but a doer also . And
Jesus says to us, "If ye kno w
these things, happy are ye if ye
do them." (John 13 :17) Let u s
never lose sight of the essentia l
relationship between hearing an d
doing. The truth is surely some-
thing more to us than a better
religion, something more than
just attending meetings regularl y
week by week .

Pete r

NOW we come to Peter, who
was spoken to by God, through
Jesus. Peter was given the key s
of the kingdom. These he use d
in opening up kingdom privileges ,
first to the Jews, and then to
the Gentiles . Peter was widel y
used in the service of God, but
only at great sacrifice of himself
and his earthly interests . Peter
also found that the experience
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was both blessed and costly. No
longer was Peter his own. He be-
longed to another .

In John 21 :18, 19 we have re-
corded these words of Jesus to
Peter : "When thou wast young,
thou girdedest thyself, and walk-
edst whither thou wouldest: but
when thou shalt be old, thou shal t
stretch forth thy hands, and an-
other shall gird thee, and carr y
thee whither thou wouldest not.
This spake he, signifying by what
death he should glorify God . "
Yes, Peter was to be "crucified
with Christ ." He was to die a sac-
rificial death.—Rom . 6 :6 ; Gal . 2 :
20

Before God spoke to Peter h e
was free to choose for himself ,
to plan his own life. Now it was
different . The will of God was to
be the guide of his life . That life
was a life of sacrifce. No wonder
Peter could write, "Wherefore
let them that suffer according to
the will of God commit the keep-
ing of their souls to him in well -
doing as unto a faithful Creator . "
—I Peter 4 :1 9

Sau l
SAUL of Tarsus was spoken t o

by God through Jesus on the road
to Damascus . This devout Israel-
ite realized at once what it signi-
fied. First of all Saul made quite
sure who was speaking . Satisfied
that he was receiving a message
from the God of Israel throug h
Israel's Messiah, Saul responde d
with those words which always
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represent the attitude of the con-
secrated heart : "Lord, what wil t
thou have me to do?"—Acts 9 : 6

Ah yes, Saul was very well ac-
quainted with the manner i n
which God had dealt with hi s
servants in the past . He knew
that an experience of this nature
implied something more than
merely his enlightenment con-
cerning the fact that Jesus was
the Messiah . Now that he was en-
lightened, Saul realized that Go d
was calling him for service . Go d
allows people to continue on in
darkness until he has a place for
them in his plan.

Yes, Paul was a chosen vessel .
He had been selected to bear th e
Gospel to the Gentiles . What an
honor to be thus called and used .
But at what cost! To Ananias th e
Lord said concerning Saul of Tar -
sus, as recorded in Acts 9 :15, 16 :
"I will show him how great things
he must suffer for my name's
sake . "

Here, again, we find the same
principle operating . God had spo-
ken. Truth had been revealed. A
commission had been given . Great
things were to be suffered. Yes,
it was a blessed thing for Saul to
respond when spoken to by God,
but at what great cost! The rec-
ord of the Apostle's ministry dem-
onstrates the sincerity of th e
question, "Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do? "

Let us read a page from the
service diary of the Apostle Paul .
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It is found in II Corinthians 11 :
24-28 : "Of the Jews five times re-
ceived I forty stripes save one.
Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once was I stoned, thrice I suf-
fered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep; in
journeyings often, in perils of
water, in perils of robbers, i n
perils by mine own countrymen ,
in perils by the heathen, in perils
in the city, in perils in the wilder-
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren ; in weari-
ness and painfulness, in watch-
ings often, in hunger and thirst ,
in fastings often, in cold and na-
kedness. Beside those things that
are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all th e
churches ." None of us has suf-
fered this much.

Our text tells us that in these
last days God has spoken to u s
through his Son . That was true of
the Early Church. It has been
true throughout the Gospel Age .
It is true now in a very special
sense, in these "last days" of this
present evil world in which we
are living. In the 12th chapter of
Luke a 'promise by Jesus is re -
corded that at the end of the ag e
he would return . He promised
that at his return he would serv e
the household of faith with "meat
in due season," through a "faith-
ful and wise servant ."—Luke 12 :
37, 42-44

Truly blessed was it for Broth-
er Russell to be spoken to b y
God through his beloved Son, but
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how costly it proved to be! He
gave himself and all that he ha d
in money, in time, in talent, i n
effort, so as not to be disobedient
to the vision he had received . He
might have gone about the ordi-
nary affairs of life, satisfied tha t
he had a better religion ; satisfied
that he knew there was no such
thing as eternal torture ; satisfied
that God had made provision for
the blessing of all the families o f
the earth. In this knowledge h e
could have rested, content to tell
others about it, if and when the
opportunity presented itself .

But Brother Russell knew tha t
there was no other way of really
expressing his appreciation to
God for having spoken to him ex-
cept in terms of all that he had ,
all that he was, and all that he
hoped to be. Without any reser-
vation, he plunged himself into
the service of God . He remaine d
in that service despite all ob-
stacles ; despite the opposition o f
churchmen ; despite the opposi-
tion of those who labored with
him for a time, and then left. He
continued obedient notwithstand-
ing the long hours, the ill health,
the pain involved. Such wa s
Brother Russell's conception of
what it meant to be spoken to b y
God.

Rejoicing to Know
LIKE God's servants of old, we

rejoice to know that by means of
ransom and restitution all th e
willing and obedient of mankind
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are to be blessed with everlasting
life, and enjoy peace and quiet-
ness and assurance forever. The
clear distinction made by the
truth between the heavenly hope
of the church and the earthly
hope for the world emphasizes
the importance of ransom and
restitution in the plan of God.
How truly satisfying it is to kno w
that God has a blessing for other s
as well as for ourselves. How it
enhances our appreciation of the
high and heavenly calling.

The reason God has spoken to
us is the same as it was in the
case of Noah, Abraham, Moses ,
Peter, Paul, and all those to
whom God has spoken. It is to
invite our co-operation . It is be-
cause God has a special place for
us in the outworking of his plan .

The crucial test upon all God' s
people has been not merely to
hold fast to the truth, but, in ad-
dition, to hold fast to the spiri t
of the truth. God has not asked
us, as he asked Noah, to build
an ark . God has not asked us, as
he asked Moses, to lead his peopl e
out of Egypt . God has not given
unto us, as he gave to Peter, th e
keys of the kingdom. God has no t
appointed us, as he appointed
Paul, and Peter, to be apostles t o
the Gentiles and Jews, respective-
ly . But God has spoken to us by

his Son. God has given us the
truth, and no longer are we our
own; we have been bought with
a price . The price paid by God
was the sacrifice of his dear Son.

God having spoken unto us, let
us keep in mind two great funda-
mental truths of the Christian
life. First, that it is only through
the sacrifice of the flesh and it s
interests that we are being more
and more conformed to the image
of him who humbled himself un-
der the mighty hand of God an d
was obedient even unto death ,
death on the cross . Second, tha t
we are "ambassadors for Christ . "
As such, we are a city set on a
hill which cannot be hid. "Ye are
the light of the world," said Jesus .

Yes, God has spoken unto us .
We have responded . What a bless-
ing, what a costly experience i t
has been, and still is. For our en-
couragement, let us always keep
in mind the relationship which
the Bible gives us of the "pres-
ent" and the "shall be ." What-
ever the cost, let us say with our
beloved Brother Paul, as record-
ed in Romans 8 :18: "I reckon that
the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shal l
be revealed in us"—us, to who m
God has spoken !

"Faith is the foundation and root of all graces; it is the
life of them all."
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LETTER FROM BRITAI N

"The slothful man saith, There
is a lion without, I shall be slai n
in the streets ."—Proverbs 22 :1 3

7HE writer of the Proverbs ad -
dresses this somewhat cryptic

remark to the slothful man, or
sluggard, but its implications ar e
by no means confined to thos e
who simulate fear to satisfy indo-
lence. We are reminded by the
same writer (Prov. 13:12) that
"hope deferred maketh the heart
sick." It is precisely this experi-
ence of constantly deferred hope
which is driving many people to
a cynical state of mind in which
they question the legitimacy o f
every prospect and the authority
of every promise . To them ther e
is always "a lion without," a hid -
den source of danger to every as-
piration, a false basis to every
hope which offers relief from the
burden of fear which now en-
shrouds the poor groaning crea-
tion .

"Hope Springs Eternal "

ALEXANDER POPE, in hi s
"Essay on Man," penned som e
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lines which have become famous
without contributing much to th e
solution of human problems . He
wrote :

"Hope springs eternal in the
human breast :

Man never IS, but always TO
BE blest"

Casting an eye over the kaleido-
scope of world affairs during the
year 1960—a year which, we are
told, marks the opening of a
decade filled with hope and prom-
ise—one is forced to the conclu-
sion that Pope was right in hi s
first line, whatever we may think
of the second . The year did in-
deed start with high hopes, as we
all know. A great deal of spad e
work had been put in by the
Western powers, and Britain i n
particular, to bring about a "sum-
mit" meeting with Mr. Khruschev ,
and the immense importance of
such an event was stressed wit h
tremendous emphasis . Everythin g
depended upon this meeting . Our
destiny was at stake ; it must no t
fail !

But once again high hopes ,
built upon creaking foundations
of diplomatic ambiguities and
emotional propaganda, collapsed
before they had time even to take
shape. The "common people," in-
tensely desirous of achievin g
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peace and security for themselves
and their families, suffered ye t
another grievous disappointment,
a disappointment sharpened by a
sense of increasing alarm at the
total inability of their leaders to
come to grips with the gigantic
problems which now face a sorely
dispirited and disillusioned world.

In this world of fear and fore-
boding it is a great comfort to
the Christian to be able to look
beyond the fleeting hopes of hu-
man conception to the solid, rock -
like foundation of faith and hope
set forth in the Word of God . It
is this "hope we have as an an-
chor of the soul, both sure an d
stedfast, and which entereth into
that within the veil ."—Heb. 6:
18, 1 9

A Broadening Bea m

A CAREFUL and prayerful
study of the Scriptures on this
subject of hope is a rewarding
and satisfying experience. The
Bible reveals itself as the very
embodiment of hope. From Gene-
sis to Revelation a broadening
beam of hope warms the hear t
and stimulates the mind of th e
child of God who seeks earnestly
to know more and more of the
"breadth, and length, and depth ,
and height" of the love of God ,
"which passeth knowledge."—
Eph. 3:18, 19

From the time our first par-
ents—entrapped by the Adversary
into disobedience to the divin e
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law—forfeited their right to God' s
continued care and protection ,
hope has been an essential ele-
ment in human existence. With -
out hope the race would long ago
have ceased to exist. Its daily and
hourly struggle against the rav-
ages of disease and death would
have so sapped its vitality an d
weakened its resolve to live that
finally extinction would have
brought a merciful end to an exis-
tence bereft of any comfort fo r
the present or prospect for the
future.

But such was not God's pur-
pose, and we find that even be -
fore their expulsion from the
edenic home which had bee n
theirs for so short a time, Ada m
and Eve were assured of divin e
solicitude in the very words whic h
rang the death knell of "him tha t
had the power of death, that is,
the Devil." (Heb. 2:14) Here are
the words : "And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed ;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel."—Gen . 3 :1 5

For long centuries this slender
thread of hope seemed to hang
in the balance. Then Noah and
later Abraham were marked out
as instruments of God's purpose
to bring to mankind renewed as-
surance that ultimately all woul d
be well through the great work
of reconciliation set in motion b y
divine power and wisdom while
yet the full consequences of thei r
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disobedience were but partly real -
ized by our first parents.

Promise to Abraham

WHEN God promised Abraha m
that in him and his seed all fami-
lies of the earth should be blessed
(Gen . 12 :3 ; 22:18), he was broad-
ening man's basis of hope to a
degree far beyond anything which
Abraham himself could under-
stand. Here in fact was the poin t
in human history where flickerin g
hope was transformed, by divin e
promise, into a beam of light
which "shineth more and more
unto the perfect day ."—Prov. 4 :18

Another phase in God's master-
ly plan of salvation is to be found
in his dealings with the natio n
of Israel, that "stiffnecked" and
"rebellious" people whom h e
chose as a nation. This natio n
was used to demonstrate in typ e
and shadow the far greater and
grander aspect of his purpose
represented in the gift of his only
begotten Son to be the Redeemer
and Savior of all who would ac-
cept the gracious provision of his
love and return to him and live
in harmony with the divine law
of righteousness and peace. From
the time of our Lord's first ad-
vent, this hope held out to man-
kind took upon itself quite clearly
a twofold significance. The prom-
ise that ultimately, in the seed of
Abraham, all families of the earth
would be blessed, still remained .
But the tremendous import of
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this epoch-making utterance be-
came clear when, under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, it wa s
seen that our Lord himself wa s
that "seed of promise," and that
his faithful followers, from the
early disciples down to the "feet
members" of his body in these
latter days, were to be counted
with him as heirs of the promise
and fellow sharers in the wonder-
ful work of bringing about the
complete fulfilment of God's gra-
cious design to bless the human
family with perfect life in the
perfect environment of a restored
earth .—Gal . 3 :8, 16, 27-29

Two Distinct Hopes

CONTRARY to the widely held
view that the only hope held out
by the Scriptures for a future life
is the stark alternative of heaven
or hell—whatever those two term s
may be taken to imply—the care-
ful student of the Word finds a
very different picture. He see s
clearly presented two distinct
hopes of salvation, one for the
church and one for the world, th e
latter related to the former .

Both of these hopes are secured
through the merit of our dea r
Lord's ransom sacrifice, in the
provisions of the oathbound cove -
nant made with Abraham that i n
him and his seed all the families
of the earth should be blessed .
The difference in these two hope s
is that one is heavenly (spiritual )
and the other earthly (natural).
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This is shown in the reiteration
of the promise to Abraham in
Genesis 22 :17 as follows : "In bless-
ing I will bless thee, and in mul-
tiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and
as the sand which is upon the
seashore ." We have this same
thought also clearly set forth in
Hebrews 3 :5, 6, which reads:
"Moses verily was faithful in al l
his house, as a SERVANT, . . . but
Christ as a SON over his own
house; whose house are we [the
church], if we hold fast the con-
fidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm unto the end . "

So vital and all-important wa s
this covenant made with faithfu l
Abraham some four thousan d
years ago that God even conde-
scended to confirm his word by
his oath. Thus by two immutable
things we (the heirs of promise )
"have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hol d
upon THE HOPE set before US :
which hope we have as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and sted-
fast, and which entereth into that
within the veil." (Heb. 6:17-19 )
When, through prayerful study
of the Bible, we are able to see
the simple beauty of God's great
purpose, what comfort and joy
it brings to the consecrated heart !

The promise to Abraham, ful-
filled in Christ and his church ,
leads not to the exclusion of the
greater part of the human family
(dead and living) from the pro -
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visions of that great covenant, bu t
to their inclusion . This will be
through the mediatorial work of
the "seed of promise," whose task
it will be, in the dawning new
age, to lift them up. and lead
them along the "highway of holi-
ness" until finally, in full heart
obedience to and love for their
great Creator, they will receive
at his hands that perfect life upon
a perfected earth which has been
the real hope and longing of hu-
mankind since God pronounce d
sentence upon our first parents
some six thousand years ago .—
Isa . 35:1, 2, 7-10

None Shall Make Them Afraid

WHEREAS the hope of the
church is that she may be like
her Lord and see him as he is ,
no such hope is held out to the
world at large, nor does the
worldly mind seek this spiritual
goal. The magnificent panorama
of God's wonderful provision fo r
mankind in general is set forth
in the prophecies of old, as well
as in the New Testament, telling
of a restored earth and a re -
deemed race . Read Isaiah 35 for
a superb pen picture of those
times of restitution .

The same grand old prophe t
points to the divine solution of
flagrant injustices which confron t
us under the existing evil regim e
of Satan, when he says, "They
shall build houses, and inhabit
them; and they shall plant vine-



yards, and eat the fruit of them .
They shall NOT build, and an-
other inhabit ; they shall NO T
plant, and another eat." (Isa . 65 :
21, 22) Again, "They shall sit
every man under his vine and
under his fig tree ; and NONE
SHALL MAKE THEM AFRAID :
for the mouth of the Lord o f
hosts hath spoken it."—Micah 4 : 4

False hopes, like false gods ,
led inevitably to disillusionment ,
and human history from the ver y
beginning is strewn with fals e
hopes and disastrous disappoint-
ments . But there need be no fals e
hopes in the minds of those wh o
pin their faith in the revealed
Word of God, and who, in sinceri-
ty and humility, seek to know and
to do the Father's will . For these
the Apostle Paul sums up the
whole position when he wrote,
"Christ in you, THE HOPE of
glory."—Col . 1 :27

The beauty and magnitude of
our Heavenly Father's wonderful
plan of salvation is to be found ,
not in the narrow concept of a
selfish hope which demands "all
for me and none for thee," bu t
in the vast orbit of divine love
and mercy, which has decreed
that ALL shall have a full and
fair opportunity to know God' s
will . Yes, all will have an oppor-
tunity to accept, if they so choose ,
the great gift of life eternal pur-
chased for them by the precious
blood of Jesus, "who gave him -
self a ransom for ALL to be tes-
tified in due time."—I Tim. 2 :5, 6

"They drew a circle that left
me out ;

Blind, faithless, heretic, a child
of doubt:

But love and I had the wit to
win,

We drew a circle that brough t
them in. "
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TALKING THINGS OVE R

Christian ThanksgiuIng

T IS a good thing," the Psalmist wrote, "to give thanks unt o
the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, 0 most High :

to show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faith -
fulness every night ." (Ps. 92 :1, 2) Those who have been calle d
out of the world through the truth, and have devoted themselve s
to the doing of God's will, recognize the appropriateness of giv-
ing thanks to the Lord, and of singing his praises. While in the
United States the last Thursday of November is set aside as a
day of thanksgiving, every day of every month should find th e
hearts of the Lord's people overflowing with thankfulness t o
the Lord for all the benefits which he so lavishly and contin-
uously showers upon them .

The Psalmist speaks both of giving thanks to the God of ou r
salvation, and of singing his praises . Thanksgiving to God is a
personal expression to him for all his goodness to us, while th e
sounding forth of his praises seems more particularly to refer
to the great privilege which is ours of telling others about th e
loving-kindness of our Heavenly Father . True, it is the spirit of
thanksgiving in our hearts which impels us to sacrifice time ,
strength, and means in showing forth the praises of our grea t
and loving God .

And we do have so much for which to be thankful! We share
with the world the common blessings of life, such as food an d
raiment . For these we should daily give thanks to the Lor d
who causes the rain to fall and the sun to shine upon both the
just and the unjust .

However, as new creatures in Christ Jesus we have much mor e
for which to be thankful than does the world . For example, how
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wonderful it is in these dark days of world distress that th e
Lord has given us the truth! All around us the hearts of the
people are filled with fear, fear that what remains of civiliza-
tion, and possibly the human race itself, may be destroyed in a
third World War . But we do not fear, "though the earth be re-
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the midst o f
the sea ."—Ps. 46 : 2

Jesus said concerning this time of his second presence tha t
the hearts of the people would be filled with fear, and the con-
ditions throughout this earth which create this fear are a reas-
surance to us that the full manifestation of the messianic king-
dom is very near . So, instead of being fearful, we lift up our
heads with confidence and rejoicing, knowing that our deliver-
ance draws near. We have learned that God has a plan, and
that in the outworking of his plan "the zeal of the Lord of hosts "
will perform all his good purposes .

Guidance and Hel p

WE ARE thankful for the divine assurance of guidance, fo r
we recognize how very much we need the Lord's wisdom t o
direct us in the right way—the way of sacrifice and service ,
which is the way of love . The Lord guides us by his Word, an d
through his providences. His Word is a lamp unto our feet, an d
a light unto our pathway—Ps . 119 :105

The Lord also has promised to guide us by his eye. (Ps . 32 :8 )
This suggests alertness on our part, and a keen desire to know
and to do his will, a desire so intense that we will note and
obey a mere glance of his eye, as it were . How thankful we
should be if we find that this is, indeed, the true attitude of our
hearts !

And how thankful we are for the help which the Lord give s
us day by day. How blessed it is to realize that "there is a n
eye that never sleeps" ; and an ear that is attentive to our every
cry for help ; and an arm that is ever ready, and abundantly
strong, to help us over all the rough places as daily we walk in
the narrow way of self-sacrifice—the only way during this Gos-
pel Age that leads to life.—Ps . 12 1
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Those who walk in this narrow way are beset by many trial s
and difficulties . There are enemies within and foes without . But
we have the assurance that greater is he who is for us than
all they which be against us. We know that if we continue t o
dwell in the secret place of the most High, we shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty. Then we "say of the Lord, He i s
my refuge and my fortress : my God; in him will I trust."_
Ps. 91 :1, 2

There is nothing uncertain about the Lord's provision to hel p
and protect his people . "Surely," the Psalmist wrote, "he shall
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisom e
pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under hi s
wings shalt thou trust : his truth shall be thy shield and buckler .
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the
arrow that flieth by day ; nor for the pestilence that walketh i n
darkness ; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday ."—
Ps. 91 :3- 6

However, these promises of divine guidance, help, and pro -
tection are not unconditional . We have our part to do, and tha t
part is to "dwell" in the secret place of full and unreserved con-
secration to the Lord . It is not enough to have made a consecra-
tion, and thus to enter into the antitypical "holy" of the taber-
nacle. We must "dwell," or remain steadfast in our resolutio n
to do the Lord's will whatever the cost may be . We must b e
faithful, not for a day only, not for a month, not for a year,
but "unto death."—Rev. 2 :1 0

Mercy and Forgiveness

HOW thankful we are for the provision whereby we can g o
to the throne of heavenly grace, there to obtain mercy and find
grace to help in every time of need! (Heb . 4:16) Thankfulnes s
in this area of Christian experience implies an understandin g
of the provision our loving Heavenly Father has made throug h
Jesus and through the merit of his shed blood. We are thankfu l
indeed that he is the propitiation for our sins . We are also thank-
ful that he is the satisfaction for the sins of the whole world . —
I John 2:1, 2
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How encouraging it is to realize that if we sin we have a n
Advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ, the righteous . It
is by reason of this that despite our imperfections we can b e
assured of our Heavenly Father's smile of approval . It is truly
blessed to know that God is not imputing our sins to us, tha t
he sees only the robe of Christ's righteousness, and is dealin g
with us from the standpoint of our faith and our loyalty of heart .

Service

WE SHOULD also be thankful for all the opportunities we
have to serve the Lord . It is truly a high honor to be a co-worker
with God. It is difficult to grasp the significance of this truth ,
yet it is definitely set forth in the Scriptures . (I Cor. 3 :9; II Cor .
6:1) When we think of Jehovah's almighty power, and his un-
limited resources, we might naturally wonder why we are give n
an opportunity to co-operate in his plans and purposes . Surely
nothing that we can do will increase his riches, nor can ou r
withholding co-operation in any way retard his work, nor mak e
his poor. That we are allowed to be workers together with our
Heavenly Father is entirely a provision of his grace .

And the Lord has given us an important share in his work .
We are his representatives in the earth, and "ambassadors fo r
Christ ." (II Cor . 5 :20) While it is very appropriate to give thanks
to the Lord with our lips for this great privilege, the best wa y
to show our appreciation is by faithful use of all the oppor-
tunities the Lord gives us for making known the glad tidings o f
the kingdom. Wonderful opportunities of service are daily befor e
us. Let us show our appreciation to the Lord by using the m
faithfully, yes, enthusiastically, and to his glory .

Trials

WE SHOULD also be thankful for our trials—not that w e
enjoy them, but because we know that our Heavenly Father i s
permitting them for our good as new creatures in Christ Jesus .
We have every confidence in Paul's statement to the effect tha t
our light afflictions which are but for a moment, are working
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory .

50

	

THE DAWN



(II Cor. 4 :17, 18) Surely we should be thankful for any and al l
experiences which are helping to accomplish such a gloriou s
objective .

However, it requires faith to give thanks for our trials, a fait h
that looks, not at the things which are seen but at the thing s
which are not seen, those heavenly treasures which can be dis-
cerned only by the eye of faith. This must be a faith that trust s
God in circumstances which we do not understand . Job's expe-
rience was like this, and he said, "Behold, I go forward, but H e
is not there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him : on the
left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him : He
hideth Himself on the right hand, that I cannot see Him ; but
He knoweth the way that I take : when He hath tried me, I
shall come forth as gold." (Job 23 :8-10) We, too, want to "come
forth as gold," so let us be thankful for the experiences by whic h
the Lord is refining and testing us .

We are thankful for our knowledge of God and of his gloriou s
character which has been revealed to us through the truth o f
the divine plan. Through the truth we have come to understand
something of the glorious attributes of our Heavenly Father —
his wisdom, justice, love, and power . It is because we know Go d
that we can put our trust so wholly in him . We know that he
is too wise to err, and too loving to permit a single twinge o f
pain that is not for our highest spiritual welfare .

We are thankful for God's great gift to us and to the world ,
even his beloved Son, Christ Jesus . It is through Jesus that we
enjoy fellowship with our Heavenly Father, and how sweet in -
deed is our fellowship with both the Father and the Son . We
are thankful for what Jesus suffered on our behalf, and thank-
ful for the unselfish manner in which he poured out his soul
unto death that we, through him, might have life .

We are thankful for the high honor of being members of the
divine household, and that Jesus is our elder brother . And how
thankful we should be for all our brethren in Christ . Let us
ever seek to be a blessing and help to our brethren, never a
hindrance . Just as Jesus laid down his life for us, so we ought
also to lay down our lives for the brethren . How thankful we

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

51



should be that our Heavenly Father has given us the opportunit y
in this way to show our love for him .

Our Hop e

WHAT a glorious hope is ours! Paul wrote of our rejoicing
"in the hope of the glory of God." (Rom. 5:2) By "the exceeding
great and precious promises" of God we are being made "par-
takers of the divine nature ." (II Pet . 1 :4) We are encouraged
to run for "the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus . "
—Phil . 3:14

However, our hope is not a selfish one, for we rejoice in the
wonderful provision the Lord has made for the whole world, th e
"restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mout h
of all his holy prophets since the world began ." (Acts 3 :21) The
hope we have for the world's coming blessing, makes our own
hope more precious. And the prospect which is ours of sharin g
with Christ in the work of dispensing life to the people enhance s
the joys of the truth and gives us added cause for thankfulness .
Truly, the God of our salvation is worthy of all praise, and it i s
"a good thing to give thanks unto" him !

Earthly Course Finished

ON FRIDAY, September 30, Brother William J. Hollister
finished his earthly course . He died in Omaha, Nebraska, having
left the train there because of illness while en route fro m
Denver to Chicago . His funeral service was held in Chicag o
on Sunday, October 2 . Brother Hollister was one of the stal-
warts of the truth movement, his activities dating back fo r
more than fifty years . He served with Brother Russell in the
preparation of The Photo Drama of Creation, and in promotin g
the truth in China . Brother Hollister is survived by two broth-
ers, Robert, of Dayton, Ohio ; and Benjamin, of Chicago, bot h
"of like precious faith ." Our sympathy goes out to them an d
their families in their loss, a loss which is William's gain .
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Magazine Advertisin g
Effective

W
ITHIN the last two years a number of experiments have

W been made in advertising truth literature through the me-
dium of national magazines. Each one of these experiments ha s
been encouraging, and it now seems possible that this metho d
of witnessing may be given a larger place in the general activitie s
of the brethren. We are proceeding with further experiments
and watching the leadings of the Lord in an effort to determin e
what his will may be along this line in the months ahead .

Efforts of this nature have not been limited to the United
States and Canada . When the brethren in Great Britain found
that Radio Luxembourg would no longer be. available for broad-
casting the "Frank and Ernest" programs, and learning of th e
experiments being made with magazine advertising on this sid e
of the Atlantic, they decided' to see what could be done alon g
this line in the British Isles .

To start with our brethren in England approached denomina-
tional church magazines, and some of these accepted their adver-
tisements . The response was encouraging, but, as was expected ,
these "doors" were soon closed to them . Then they began usin g
various types of secular magazines . While we do not have a fina l
report of the number of replies received, the brethren hav e
been much encouraged by their efforts . A letter from our Brother
Terry Nadal, who is on the committee which has charge of thi s
work in the British Isles, has this to say :

Dear Brethren: Loving greetings in the Lord! You will no doubt
be interested to know a few brief facts regarding our efforts to witnes s
the Gospel message through the medium of magazine advertising .
Under separate cover you will receive a copy of Health for All and
World Digest, showing our insertions in these two monthly publica-
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tions . One of the replies from Health for All came from Orange Fre e
State, South Africa . One of the requests from the Methodist Recorder
was received from Australia . Arrangements are in hand for further
insertions in other publications of this description, as the brethre n
generally are quite enthusiastic about this new method of witnessing.

IN GREECE ALSO

THE brethren in Athens, Greece, are also using magazines for
advertising truth literature . There is very little religious liberty
in Greece, except for the Greek Catholic Church . Special permits
are needed in order to hold meetings, and these are extremely
difficult to obtain . Most of the brethren in Greece do not have
them. Through co-operation with us, the Greek brethren here
publish a Greek edition of The Dawn Magazine, and these ar e
sent free to the brethren in Greece, but they are not alway s
delivered .

It is possible, in a limited way, to distribute tracts in Greece .
But the brethren in Athens found that there was a weekly paper ,
or magazine, with a large circulation, which would accept a n
advertisement for the booklet, "Where Are the Dead?" whic h
is a Greek translation of our booklet, "Hope Beyond the Grave . "
However, they knew that it would lead to many difficulties i f
they gave an address in Greece to which requests for the booklet
could be sent, so they used the address of Brother Pantel Hatgis
in the New York area . Requests are reaching this address in
goodly numbers, and Brother Hatgis sent us a very interestin g
report, which we are glad to publish :

Dear Brethren: A group of brethren in Athens, Greece, faithfu l
to present truth and to the harvest message, inserted the followin g
small advertisement in a Greek weekly magazine : "Fervent Christians
who wish to know more about God's plan ; when God's kingdom wil l
come; what "the end of the world" means ; what the Bible teache s
about hades; where paradise is ; what the soul is ; whether the souls
of sinners go to hell ; the meaning of the parable of Lazarus, an d
other dark sayings in the Bible, write for a free copy of "Where Are
the Dead?"

Small type was used in this advertisement, so it was only two inche s
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deep in one column, but the response has been very heartening . One
letter reads, "I am sick in this sanatorium . Reading the paper, I saw
your advertisement, and I thought your booklet might be medicin e
for my soul. Please send me a copy . "

A High Priest of the Greek Church in Athens sent for a booklet ,
and said in his letter, "For myself, I do not believe in the incandescent
caldron with pitchforks and brimstone . I cannot see a God of torture
anywhere in the Bible, but only the punishment of death, with lif e
eternal through Christ our Lord . "

Another letter reads, "Returning from my daily work I fell tire d
on my sofa, and as I read the paper my eyes fell on your small ad-
vertisement . I thought to myself, these are people who really care
for the souls of their fellow men. Please send me the booklet . "

An officer in the Greek army wrote, begging fervently for a cop y
of the booklet. A student of philosophy wrote, "With great desire I
ask you to send me a copy of the booklet, `Where Are the Dead? '
I think it will be a very valuable help to me ." Another request came
from a steamship owner. Bankers, hospital supervisors, and one ser-
geant, asked for the booklet.

I have thus far received a total of 260 letters requesting the
booklet. Many of those who write express astonishment at seein g
such an advertisement in a Greek paper . I am thrilled, and I thank
the Lord for the knowledge of the truth, and for his wonderful plan
of salvation . I am so glad that the Lord, in the day of his visitation ,
will bless all with a knowledge of his will, and that his name wil l
be exalted in all human hearts .

The Ad in LOO K

AS WAS mentioned in last month's edition of The Dawn, th e
October 11 issue of LOOK carried an advertisement of our book -
let, "Life After Death." Since the November Dawn goes to press
while the October 11 LOOK is still current, we are unable no w
to give a complete report of the number of responses received .
However, up to and including Friday, October 7, we had receive d
1,000 responses to the LOOK advertisement . A generous number
is still being received each day, and the final total will be con-
siderably larger than the figure we are now reporting .

TALKING THINGS OVER

	

55



These requests for the booklet, "Life After Death," are comin g
from every state in the Union ; also Canada and Puerto Rico.

LOOK has a circulation of more than six million, which means
that it is read by at least twelve million . We rejoice to realize that
a brief message of truth, offering an opportunity to learn more ,
has been placed within reach of so many. It is another evidence
of how the Lord can, and does, bless the co-operative effort s
of his people.

Television Opportunitie s

T HE television ministry continues encouragingly . During the
months of the national election campaign, television station s

have had many additional demands on their time, but we ar e
happy to say that none of the stations carrying "The Bibl e
Answers" programs have discontinued them because of this . On
the other hand, some of the stations, upon completion of the
series, have arranged to repeat them. This has been very en-
couraging indeed.

Meanwhile, contacts with stations continue to be made . Wher-
ever possible personal calls are being arranged, and where thi s
has not yet been possible, brochures and letters are being maile d
to station managers. We are encouraged to think that the numbe r
of stations televising "The Bible Answers" programs at any on e
time will increase, especially as we are able, by the Lord's grace ,
to add additional programs to the series . We expect that very
soon four new ones will be ready, and early next year work wil l
begin on still others .

There are opportunities for service in areas where "The Bible
Answers" programs are being shown . Since the programs ar e
on only from three to six months in any area, many of the breth-
ren feel that they should make a special effort during thi s
period, especially in the way of advertising the telecasts . Circu -
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lars in unlimited quantities are available for this purpose . The
Buffalo, New York, Ecclesia recently ordered thirty-five thou-
sand for advertising "The Bible Answers" series which starte d
on one of their large stations on October 16 .

The newspapers also can be used for announcing these tele-
casts . Space in the large city newspapers is usually quite costly ,
but since the programs can be seen in rather an extended terri-
tory outside of the main centers, the rural and small city paper s
can be used, and advertising in these is not so expensive . Each
telecast of "The Bible Answers" program may be considered as
a large public meeting, and, of course, the more who know abou t
it, the larger will be the audience .

Another way in which the brethren generally can serve i n
connection with the television ministry is by writing to their
local TV stations about "The Bible Answers" programs . Brother
Irving Foss, of our Television Promotion Department in Glendale ,
California, has outlined this opportunity for us very nicely, and
here is what he writes :

An opportunity presents itself for each of the brethren t o
share in this ministry if he lives within range of a televisio n
station. Both television and radio stations are very sensitive to
public response. This is an opportunity of service whether or
not your local station is presently telecasting "The Bibl e
Answers" series . If the series is now being telecast in your
area, write a nice letter to the station in your own words, and
tell them how much you appreciate the programs . If they are
not now being shown, write your local station, or stations ,
and say that you have seen or heard of a very informative an d
unique program entitled, "The Bible Answers," and are wonder-
ing if the station is planning to show the series in the nea r
future. Letters of this kind are bound to do good . They will
encourage the stations that are now telecasting our programs ;
and in the case of those which are not, such letters may a t
some future time help lead to a favorable decision to telecas t
"The Bible Answers" series .

Perhaps you know a number of brethren, or have friends
and neighbors to whom you could suggest the writing of simila r
letters to the local TV stations. In some instances the brethren
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have found that interested "Frank and Ernest" listeners hav e
been glad to write encouraging letters of this kind. If you
have enjoyed any other program you have seen on the station ,
it might be well to mention this.

We are sure the brethren in general will recognize this as a
service in which nearly everyone can have a share. If ther e
are a large number of brethren in your area, perhaps a littl e
planning would be advisable so the station does not receive to o
many letters within a day or so, and after that none . The im-
portant thing is to get this little part in the service done, b y
writing your letter to your local station or stations as soon as
reasonably possible . Remember the lesson of the importunate
widow.—Luke 18 :2-5

We thank Brother Foss for this valuable suggestion, and, lik e
him, we feel that all the brethren will want to share in th e
television ministry in this manner . Surely it is a great privilege
and a high honor to have any part in the service of the Lord
by making known the Gospel of the kingdom. Let us pray tha t
the Lord will bless our united efforts to his glory .

`9ran/c and &rneit ' BROADCAS T
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LETTERS OF APPRECIATION`

The True Teachings

Dear Sirs : I want to thank you
for the books you sent me . It i s
wonderful to know that in thes e
days of turmoil and pagan teach-
ings we can get the true teaching s
of the Bible . We thank the Lord
each day for leading us to listen
to your program, where we ma y
get the true understanding of hi s
Word. You make things so plain
that a child could understand . —
Virgini a

Questions Answere d

Dear Friends: We did so enjo y
your television program this Sun -
day, and will appreciate receivin g
a printed copy. These program s
are so helpful to all of us wh o
need to have questions answered .
I had some of mine answered thi s
Sunday .—New York

Curiosity Rewarded

Dear Brethren: Please send
"The Divine Plan of the Ages" to
R. R. Radio Shop . I left at this
shop recently, for repair, a Ze-
nith Box Radio with phonograp h
top. There were three records on
the spindle from your "Hope of
Life Series ." This morning when
I called for the radio the man
told me that his curiosity got the
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best of him and he played th e
records. He had also played them
for others to hear . By chance on
Sunday his wife had the radio
tuned to "Frank and Ernest" and
he heard some of that program .
So now, while "the iron is hot "
maybe he will read the Firs t
Volume. He may also be inter-
ested in some of the Tape Re -
corded Sermons. We get them ,
and enjoy them very much . Yours
in the one hope.—Oregon

Can't Stop Witnessin g

Dear Sirs : I am one of your
regular listeners, and I have read
most of the books you publish .
I have always been interested i n
the Bible. I am not associated
with any group that teaches this ,
but I find myself telling it to
everyone I have a chance to . I
have tried to stop, but I still fin d
myself telling it to others .-
Michigan

Blessings Appreciate d

Dear Brethren in Christ : Warm
Christian love and greetings . It
is my privilege at this time to
send you a list of twenty-one
names of newcomers to Piqua, to
receive trial subscriptions to The
Dawn. This has been a very.
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blessed season for us. Ever since
the General Convention we hav e
been blessed with various ones o f
the pilgrim brethren. This mo .i-
ing finds us very happy as the
result of Brother and Sister Sund-
bom's visit to our class last night .
His subject dealt with keeping
the heart pure. Many helpful an d
timely suggestions were brought
forth . Their zeal for the truth i s
a special encouragement. It was
also a great blessing to read your
advertisement in LOOK magazine .
We took it to the meeting last
night, and all the friends rejoiced .
It seems that the eye just natu-
rally falls upon it as the page i s
turned. We pray the Lord's con-
tinued blessing upon you all as
you strive to serve and please
him. We ask an interest in your
prayers. In the one hope.—Eva
Peddemors, Secretary, Piqua, Ohio
Ecclesia

Has Learned Much

Dear "Frank and Ernest": It
has been some time since I wrote
to you, but I want to say I have
never missed one of your pro -
grams . I enjoy them so very much .
I love to hear your discussions on
the Bible, for they are so very
helpful to me . Last Sunday Rus-
sell announced that you would
send a free copy of the littl e
booklet, "Life After Death ." I
would love to have a copy . I have
quite a few of your books, and
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I take The Dawn Magazine, an d
enjoy it very much. I also. have
"The Divine Plan of the Ages,"
and "The Battle of Armageddon"
and others. I certainly have
learned a lot from you . Thank
you sincerely, and may God' s
richest blessing be upon you, one
and all .—Missouri

Helpfu l

Dear Friends : Your program is
so helpful, and I enjoy every min-
ute of it . I only wish it were
longer as the time passes s o
quickly . Please send me your
booklet on "The Truth About
Hell ." I thank you again for th e
help you have been in helping m e
understand God's Word .—Penn-
sylvania

Appreciates Recorded Lectures

Dear Brethren : May the dear
Lord's blessing continue with you,
and help you in your good work.
I have enjoyed the recorded lec-
ture service so much . I have es-
pecially enjoyed the talks b y
Brother Aldridge . I have just
mailed the two last ones, and wil l
be looking forward to more . I am
alone, and eighty-two years old ,
so the recordings give me man y
pleasant hours, since my eyes are
so I cannot read too long. I ad-
dress envelopes, and do all I can .
God has been good to me in let-
ting me be of service .—Californi a
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	 SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

The services of the lectureres here scheduled are furnished upon request ,
and free of charge . If you would like to have one serve in your community ,
simply address a request to the Dawn Bible Students Association, Pilgri m
Department, East Rutherford, N . J . A visit will be arranged when possible .

SAMUEL BAKE R

Lake Charles, La . Nov . 1, 2
Shreveport, La .

	

3
Livingston, Texas

	

4
Houston, Texas

	

6
Taft, Texas

	

7, 8
Brownsville Texas

	

9, 1 0
Donna, Texas

	

1 3
San Antonio, Texas 14, 1 5
Austin, Texas

	

1 6
Lampasas, Texas

	

17, 1 8
Gustine, Texas

	

2 0
La mesa, Texas

	

22, 2 3
Weatherford, Texas

	

2 5
Ft . Worth, Texas

	

2 7
Bowie, Texas

	

2 8
Sunset, Texas

	

2 8
Durant, Okla .

	

3 0

GEORGE BALKO

Monessen, Pa .

	

Nov . 6

MIKE BALK O

Steubenville, Ohio Nov . 6
Connellsville, Pa . (p .m .) 6
Monessen, Pa .

	

1 3
Akron, Ohio

	

20

JOHN BARACO S

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Nov . 6

NICK BARACO S

Steubenville, Ohio Nov . 1 3

JULIUS BEDNAR Z

Covert, Mich .

	

Nov. 1 3
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LEO P. BORGE S
St. Petersburg, Fla . Nov. 1 3

FRED A . BRIGHT

York, Pa .

	

Nov . 6
Lancaster, Pa .

	

6

J . BURTON BROW N
Santa Ana, Calif. Nov. 2 7

DAVID A . BRUC E
San Diego, Calif . Nov . 6

TRACY S . BUNDY
Albany, N . Y.

	

Nov . 1 3

CHARLES M . CHUPA

Flint, Mich .

	

Nov . 6
London, Ont. Can .

	

1 3
Chicago, Ill .

	

2 7

BERTRAM C . COOPE R

Riverside, Calif .

	

Nov . 2 0

JENS COPELAN D

Eastman, Ga .

	

Nov. 1
Charlotte, N . C.

	

3
Lynchburg, Va .

	

4
Baltimore, Md .

	

6
Philadelpia, Pa .

	

6
Scarsdale, N . Y .

	

7
Paterson, N . J .

	

8
Rutherford, N . J .

	

9
New York, N . Y .

	

1 3
Wilmington, Del .

	

1 4
Richmond, Va .

	

15

Roanoke, Va .

	

1 6
Knoxville, Tenn .

	

1 7
Hendersonville, N . C . 18-2 0
Birmingham, Ala .

	

2 1
Montgomery, Ala .

	

2 2
Tallahassee, Fla .

	

2 5
Jacksonville, Fla .

	

2 7
Orlando, Fla .

	

2 8

O . D . DEIFE R

Reading, Pa .

	

Nov . 2 0

THOMAS C . FAY

San Bernardino

	

Nov . 6

JOSEPH FENCHA K

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Nov . 1 3

G . HOMER HAMLI N

Chico, Calif.

	

Nov . 6

THOMAS HICKS

New Brunswick, N . J .

	

6

JOHN G . HULL, JR .

Ventura, Calif .

	

Nov . 1 3

GEORGE M . JEUC K

Paterson, N . J .

	

Nov . 2 7

EDMUND M . JEZUI T

Gary, Ind .

	

Nov . 1 3

G . F . JUDSO N

New London, Conn . 19, 20
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	 CONVENTIONS

Full information concerning programs and room reservations can be ob-
tained by writing to the name listed . An asterisk ('') indicates an immersio n
service is being planned .

*WACO, TEXAS, November 5, 6—Raleig h
Hotel (Ball Room), Austin Avenue and
Eighth Street. Mrs. J . B. Hillhouse, 3532
Frederick, Waco. Speakers: Brothers N .
T. Coats; Lyle Cook; J . A . Meggison;
H. E. Tiemeyer; and G. B. Wllmott.

MICHIGAN CENTER, MICHIGAN, Novem-
ber 6—Masonic Hall, 403 Napoleon Road .
Convention Is sponsored by the Jackso n
Ecclesia . Mrs. Luella M . Crawford, 322
N . Dwight Street, Jackson .

TOLEDO, OHIO, November 6—YMCA
Building, 1110 Jefferson Avenue . Mr.
Roger Brandle, 4472 288th Street, Toled o
11 . Speakers : Brother Owen Kindig an d
Bert Rose.

SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, November 6 —
The Woman's Club, 311 North Jefferson
Street . Mrs . C . A . Sundbom, 207 Alice
Street .

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA, November 12 ,
13—Pythian Castle, 134 West Park Street .
Mrs . W. E. Wheeler, 310 East Pin e
Street .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, November 13—Th e
Southern Hotel, South High and Eas t
Main Streets . Mrs . Josephine Ewing, 27 3
South Algonquin, Columbus 4 .

ALBANY, NEW YORK, November 13—
YWCA Building, 5 Lodge Street . Mrs .
Lucy Smith, 87$ Lansing Place, Rensse-
laer, New York .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, Novembe r
13—I . O. G. T. Hall, 2933 Cedar Avenue .
Mrs . C . R . Newham, 678 40th Avenue ,
N . E ., Minneapolis 21 .

HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT, Novembe r
13—Mutual Hall, 19 George Street, Ham-
den, Connecticut . Mrs . Stephen Suraci ,
19 River Roafl, East Haven 12 . Speakers :
Brothers E . Burns ; R . J . Krupa ; Josep h
Panucci ; and W. N. Woodworth .

ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, November 20—
Ontario Women's Club, 738 N . Euclid
Avenue . Mrs. A . B . Dickey, 1228 North
Third Avenue, Upland, California . Speak-
ers : Brothers Bertram Cooper; Edward E .
Fay; Stuart Sowers ; and August Swanson .

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, November 27—Cen-
tral Masonic Temple, 912 North LaSalle
Street . Mr. D. J . Morehouse, 2617 N .
Springfield Avenue, Chicago 47 . Speaker:
Brother C . M. Chupa .

DETROIT, MICHIGAN, November 27—
Maccabees Building, Woodward Avenue
at Putnam . Mr. Louis Zbik, 8946 Sorrento,
Detroit 28 .

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, November 27—
YMCA Building, 23rd Street, near Sev-
enth Avenue . Mr . F . S. Wassmann, 453
West Saddle River Road, Upper Saddle
River, New Jersey.

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, November 27 —
YMCA Building, 140 East Hanover Street .
Mrs. Eugene Burns, 3 Meyer Road, Nixon ,
New Jersey .
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"HOPE FOR TH E
UNSAVED DEAD "

To be discussed b y

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
WNTA—970 kc .—10:00 A. M .

Sunday, November 2 0
Hear "Frank and Ernest" prove by th e

Bible that the eternal destiny of unbe-
lievers is not necessarily fixed at death .
Send for a free copy of the booklet ,
When a Man Dies ." Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N, General ' Post Offic e

New York, N . Y .

For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion for a
small advertisement in your local
paper . It is designed for two inches
in one column .

DECEMBER TOPIC : On Sunday ,
December 18, the "Frank and Er-
nest" topic will be, "Jesus, th e
World's Savior ." As always ther e
will be an abundant supply of fre e
circulars available to announce this
topic, and you are invited to send
for as many as you can use. The
brethren who are distributing thes e
monthly circulars report that the y
are receiving rich blessings from
their efforts. You may place you r
order direct, or through your clas s
secretary .

The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more tha n
seventy-five years ago, the lost in 1904 . They continue to be the

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

Studie s

in th e

Scriptures

e The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents,
ten or more 40 rents each ; paper, 30 cents,
ten or more 23 cents each .

• The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .

e Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .

e The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

• The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth ,
85 cents each .

• The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents edch .

Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each ;
Volumes 4 . 6, 15 cents each . -

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3 .75



That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progres s
throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world' s
Redeemer and the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people,"
and they find access to him .--I Car . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when th e
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall hav e
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled wit h
his glory, and be the meeting place between God and me n
throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5-8

That the basis,of hope for the church and the world lies in the
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r
every man," "a ransom for all," and will be "the true light whic h
lighteth every man that cometh into the world," "in due time ."
—Pleb . 2 :9; John 1 :9; I Tim. 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord ,
"see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," an d
share his glory' as his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom .
8 :17 ; II Pet. 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
saints for the future work of service ; to develop in herself ever y
grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to b e
the kings and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ;
Rev . 1 :6 ; 20 : 5

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledg e
and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorifie d
church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :
19-23 ; Isaiah 35

to us the

SCRIPTURES
clearly teach




